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Kennedy  Introduces  $25  M  AIDS  Package 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  $25 
million  AIDS  funding  bill  was  fil¬ 
ed  by  U.S.  Senator  Edward  Ken¬ 
nedy  (D-MA)  on  April  21. 

The  bill,  which  has  received 
mixed  reactions  from  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists,  would  establish  grants  for 
public  education  programs  and  for 
in-patient  and  out-patient  treat¬ 
ment  for  people  with  AIDS.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  it  calls  for  congressional 
authorization  of  an  already  ex¬ 
isting  AIDS  research  coordinating 
committee  which  oversees  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institutes  of  Health’s  (NIH) 
AIDS  activities. 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  Colorado 
led  the  nation  last  fall  when  it 
decided  to  keep  a  list  of  people 
who  tested  positive  for  the  HTLV- 
III  antibody.  Since  then,  several 
states  have  followed  Colorado’s 
lead.  Minnesota,  however,  wants 
to  go  one  step  further:  it  would 
like  to  contact  the  sexual  partners 
of  antibody-positive  people. 

The  AIDS  Task  Force  of  the 

Minnpcnta  Department  of  Health 

passed  a  resolution  on  March  1  en¬ 
dorsing  the  notification  of  the  sex¬ 
ual  partners  of  people  who  test 
positive  for  HTLV-III  antibody. 

According  to  Michael 
Osterholm,  state  epidemiologist, 
“No  risk-reduction  educational 
program  has  been  shown  to  have 
any  efficacy  in  changing  people’s 
behavior.  It’s  like  this:  people 
know  that  they’re  not  supposed  to 
smoke,  but  they  do  so  anyway. 

“We  have  to  enhance  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  own  sense  of 
vulnerability  to  effect  any  change 
in  behavior,”  Osterholm  con¬ 
tinued,  “and  one  of  the  ways  to  do 
this  is  to  let  a  person  know  he  may 
have  been  exposed  [to 
HTLV-III].” 

“Contact  notification 
services,”  as  the  department  of 
health  terms  its  program,  are 
already  in  effect.  The  program  is 
designed  to  get  people  who  test 
HTLV-III  positive  to  either  con¬ 
tact  their  partners  themselves  or  to 
voluntarily  release  the  names  of 
their  partners  so  they  can  be  con¬ 
tacted. 

Leo  Treadway  of  the  Minnesota 
Alliance  Against  AIDS  is  critical 
of  such  notification.  “There  are 
all  sorts  of  reasons  that  gay  men 
and  lesbians  shouldn’t  trust 
government  at  any  level,”  he  said. 
Activists  have  charged  that  if  the 
contact  names  become  public, 
they  could  be  subject  to 
discrimination. 

Osterholm  told  GCN  that 
“Confidentiality  is  paramount” 
to  the  department  of  health,  and 
that  in  fact  “your  records  are  more 
protected  here  than  they  are  in 
your  doctor’s  office.” 

However,  to  accommodate  the 
gay  community’s  protests,  the 
commissioner  of  health  is  con¬ 
sidering  having  notification  car¬ 
ried  out  by  a  “third  party”  con¬ 
tractor.  Such  a  “third  party” 
could  conceivably  come  from 
within  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  Health  Commissioner 
Mary  Madonna  Ashton  should 
reach  a  decision  by  the  end  of 
April. 


The  legislation  provides  for  $10 
million  annually  for  fiscal  years 
1987  -  1989  in  grant  money  to 
private  and  public  non-profit 
organizations  for  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion,  and  $15  million  in  grants  for 
both  in-  and  out-patient  care  and 
treatment  for  people  with  AIDS. 
The  bill  must  be  approved  by  the 
Senate  Labor  and  Human 
Resources  Committee  before 
reaching  the  full  Senate.  Kennedy 
is  the  ranking  minority  member  on 
the  committee. 

One  of  the  most  important 
segments  of  the  legislation,  accor- 


Treadway  is  not  satisfied  with 
this  alone,  however.  He  argues 
that  the  AIDS  epidemic  must  be 
attacked  in  many  ways,  and  that 
the  department  of  health  is 
“recklessly”  focusing  on  contact 
notification  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  strategies.  He  charges  that 
the  department  is  doing  this  for 
several  reasons. 

First,  he  said  “contact  tracing 
clearly  appears  to  be  doing 
something,  and  the  department  of 
health  is  under  pressure  from  our 
legislature  that  something  be  done 
about  AIDS.” 

Second,  he  said  the  “contact 
notification  puts  the  responsibility 
on  the  people  involved  with  the 
disease.  When,  for  good  reasons, 
the  leadership  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  won’t  cooperate,  we.  look 
obstructionist,  like  villians.” 

Third,  he  said  the  program  is  a 
continuation  of  the  way  that  the 
heterosexual  community  relates  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  “They  real¬ 
ly  have  an  idea  that  they  know  the 
one  thing  that  will  work  best  in  our 
community.  It’s  as  if  they  know 
what’s  best  for  us  —  we’re  too 
biased.” 

The  discussion  about  contact 
notification  was  temporarily  set 
aside  at  the  April  1  meeting  of  the 
AIDS  Task  Force,  when  the  group 
recommended  that  people  who  test 
positive  be  asked  their  names.  The 
resolution  was  prompted  by  the 
Minnesota  attorney  general’s  rul- 

Decision 


BOSTON  —  A  lawsuit  filed 
against  New  England  Telephone 
Company  by  a  former  employee 
with  AIDS  (See  GCN  Vol.  13,  No. 
8)  is  closer  to  resolution  due  to  a 
recent  federal  court  decision.  The 
judge’s  decision  may  be  an  impor¬ 
tant  precedent  for  persons  with 
AIDS  who  file  complaints  against 
employers,  as  well  as  union 
members  who  have  been 
discriminated  against. 

Paul  Cronan  worked  for  the 
phone  company  for  12  years 
before  he  was  diagnosed  with 
AIDS-related  Complex  (ARC)  in 
May  1985.  According  to  Cronan, 
when  he  requested  medical  leave, 
he  was  pressured  to  reveal  to  his 
supervisor,  in  confidence,  that  he 
had  ARC.  Within  days  he  was  ask- 


ding  to  AIDS  activists,  is  the  grant 
money  for  out-patient  treatment. 
This  money  could  be  used  to  fund 
hospice  care,  an  alternative  to 
hospital  treatment,  for  persons 
with  AIDS. 

“We  need  a  legislative  vehicle  to 
raise  issues  of  providing  care  [out¬ 
side  of  hospitals.]”  said  Jeff  Levi 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force.  “I  would  hope  as  the 
bill  evolves,  the  focus  will  be  on 
the  care  and  treatment  section.” 

“Our  sense  is  that  it’s  a  timid 
step  in  the  right  direction,”  said 
Paul  Boneburg,  director  of 


ing  last  October  that  HTLV-III 
positivity  is  reportable  to  the  state 
department  of  health.  Osterholm 
said  that  the  resolution  is  already 
in  effect.  As  before,  the  names  of 
people  who  test  positive  at  a  physi¬ 
cian’s  office  are  forwarded  to  the 
department. 

In  the  past,  testing  at  alternative 
test  sites  was  anonymous.  Now, 
after  test  results  are  in,  sero¬ 
positive  individuals  will  be  asked 
their  names,  addresses,  and  other 
information. 

Treadway  said  that  he  does  not 
“see  what  can  be  gained  by  the 
keeping  of  names,”  and  that 
reportability  may  be  instituted 
simply  “to  ease  the  minds  of  the 
broader  population.” 

A  number  of  other  states  have 
made  HTLV-III  positivity  repor¬ 
table,  including  Idaho,  South 
Carolina,  and  Wisconsin.  Mon¬ 
tana  and  Arizona  are  considering 
keeping  lists;  California  is  con¬ 
sidering  a  host  of  bills  regarding 
AIDS.  A  bill  calling  for  repor¬ 
tability  in  Georgia  was  recently 
voted  down. 

Fred  Wolf,  director  of  sexuaHy 
transmitted  disease  control  for 
Colorado,  where  HTLV-III 
positivity  first  became  reportable, 
said  that  not  only  is  Colorado  con¬ 
sidering  contact  tracing,  but 
“everybody’s  thinking  of  doing 
contact  notification.” 

—filed  from  Boston 

Backs 


ed  to  see  the  company  doctor,  and 
many  employees  heard  rumors 
that  he  had  AIDS,  Cronan  said. 
As  word  got  around  that  he  sup¬ 
posedly  had  AIDS,  some 
employees  expressed  fear  of  work¬ 
ing  with  him,  while  others 
threatened  him  with  violence. 

Cronan  is  charging  the  phone 
company  with  breach  of  privacy 
and  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
a  handicap.  Cronan’s  lawyer, 
David  Casey,  told  GCN,  “The 
company  created  an  environment 
where  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
return  to  work.” 

Although  the  case  was  originally 
filed  in  state  court,  the  phone  com¬ 
pany  asked  it  be  heard  in  federal 
court.  The  phone  company’s  argu- 

Continued  on  page  3 


Mobilization  Against  AIDS. 
“Right  now  20,000  people  have 
AIDS  and  200,000  have  ARC 
[AIDS-related  Complex].  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  Americans 
are  sick  and  are  going  to  get  sick, 
and  we’re  talking  about  $15 
million  for  hospice  care?” 

Boneburg  suggested  the  legisla¬ 
tion  would  come  closer  to  address¬ 
ing  the  magnitude  of  the  AIDS 
crisis  if  it  called  for  $100  million 
for  out-patient  care,  $40  million 
for  education  and  $20  for 
research.  In  addition,  Boneburg 
said,  the  bill  should  address  the 
treatment  of  people  with  ARC. 
“If  Kennedy  won’t  do  this,  who 
will?”  asked  Boneburg.  “We’ve 
waited  for  Kennedy  to  move  on  the 
issue  of  AIDS  for  so  long.  We’re 
disappointed  the  steps  [being] 
taken  are  such  a  small  step  for¬ 
ward.” 

Mona  Safarty,  a  Kennedy  staff 
member,  defended  the  bill,  which 
she  acknowledged  does  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  address  the  AIDS  problem. 
“This  is  what  we  can  get  out  of  the 
committee.  It’s  a  realistic  amount 
of  money  for  a  Gramm-Rudman 
year.” 

Activists  questioned  why  the  ex¬ 
isting  NIH-AIDS  research  com¬ 
mittee  needs  congressional 


authorization.  “They’re  just  rati¬ 
fying  what’s  already  there,”  said 
Levi. 

Safarty  said  the  legislation  will 
“establish  this  coordinating  com¬ 
mittee  and  give  it  more  visibility.” 
It  provides  for  four  committee 
slots  to  be  filled  by  researchers 
from  inside  NIH.  President 
Reagan  will  be  able  to  select  a  can¬ 
didate  for  one  slot. 

Boneburg  said  he  would  prefer 
the  committee  consist  of  people 
from  outside  NIH,  which  is  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services 
(HHS).  He  claims  HHS  has  lied  in 
the  past  about  how  much  money 
was  needed  for  AIDS.  To  create 
the  committee  within  HHS  “is 
useful  and  better  than  nothing.” 
But,  he  added,  creating  an  NIH 
coordinating  committee  involving 
independent  members  would  be 
“more  powerful  than  [the  legisla¬ 
tion]  that’s  been  introduced.” 

It  would  be  impossible  to  create 
a  coordinating  committee  outside 
of  HHS,  Safarty  maintains.  “The 
administration  (and  HHS)  have 
tried  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
money  spent  on  AIDS.  This  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  a  problem  and  we  can 
just  be  vigilant.” 


—filed  from  Boston 

Students  Sue  1 
U.  of  Arkansas 


By  Diane  Woodall 

FAYETTEVILLE,  AR  — 
Saying,  “We  never  file  unless 
we  think  we  have  a  good  case,” 
Sandra  Kurjiaka,  director  of 
the  Arkansas  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU),  an¬ 
nounced  April  18  that  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Student  Associa¬ 
tion  (GLSA)  has  filed  suit 
against  the  University  of 
Arkansas. 

The  suit  names  Lyle  Gohn, 
vice-chancellor  for  student  ser¬ 
vices,  “individually  and  in  his 
official  capacity”  and  the  en¬ 
tire  board  of  trustees.  At  issue 
is  the  failure  of  the  student 
senate  to  fund  GLSA.  The  suit 

X 

seeks  a  judgment  that  GLSA 
was  discriminated  against,  an 
injunction  against  further 
discrimination  as  well  as  at¬ 
torneys’  fees  and  court  costs.  It 
contends  that  the  denial  of  fun¬ 
ding  constitutes  “retaliation 
against  GLSA  for  its  exercise  of 
its  First  and  Fourteenth 
Amendment  rights.” 

Student  senators  denied 
GLSA’s  request  of  $164.36  for 
the  fall  1985  term.  “It’s  not  the 
dollar  amount  that’s  impor¬ 
tant,”  Kurjiaka  said  during  the 
press  conference  announcing 
the  suit.  “The  issue  is  equal 
treatment  of  student  groups.” 
The  suit  alleges  that  student 
senators  who  blocked  GLSA 
funding  “acted  with  approval 
of  and  in  conspiracy  with 
university  officials.”  It  con¬ 
tinues,  “The  Senate  and  its 
members  have  historically 
discriminated  and  retaliated 
against  GLSA  because  of  its 
members’  status.” 

GLSA  was  not  funded  in 
January  1 983  when  it  was  form¬ 
ed  or  during  the  1983-84 


academic  year.  In  January 
1985,  GLSA  received  $70  of  the 
$225  it  had  requested.  The 
average  student  group  request 
was  $400.  In  February  1985  the 
senate  then  passed  resolutions 
expressly  prohibiting  funding 
GLSA,  but  the  action  was 
vetoed  by  the  senate  president. 

After  funding  was  denied  last 
fall,  GLSA  appealed  to  Gohn 
who  refused  to  override  the  stu¬ 
dent  senate’s  decision.  Neither 
Gohn  nor  the  senate  would  give 
GLSA  a  reason  for  the  denial, 
although  other  student  groups 
who  were  not  funded  received 
explanations  and  were  en¬ 
couraged  to  reapply. 

Members  of  GLSA  are  not 
waiting  for  university  funds  to 
continue  their  activities.  An¬ 
nouncement  of  the  suit  came 
during  the  organization’s  first 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Culture  Week 
held  April  14-19.  A  sign  hang¬ 
ing  on  campus  announcing  the 
week-long  celebration  was 
spray-painted  early  in  the  week 
with  “Fuck  off  you  queers.” 
GLSA  organizers  asked  univer¬ 
sity  officials  to  leave  the  sign  up 
for  the  rest  of  the  week  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  homophobia,  accor¬ 
ding  to  one  member.  The  sign 
was  taken  down  April  17. 

A  second  banner  hanging  in¬ 
side  the  student  union  was 
taken  down  twice  and  rehung 
before  it  stayed  down  per¬ 
manently.  No  other  incidents 
of  harassment  were  reported. 

Events  included  a  showing  of 
the  film  Before  Stonewall  and 
the  slideshow  Women  Loving 
Women.  Students  raised 
money  for  the  celebration 
themselves. 


Minnesota  Board  to  Seek 
Sex  Partner  Notification 


Phone  Employee 

By  Kim  Westheimer 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“Well,  I  guess  I’m  a  bigot  now.’’ 
—  Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  to 
Democratic  ward  delegates  Gary  Dotterman  and 
Tony  Watson.  According  to  Dotterman,  Dukakis  made 
the  statement  prior  to  the  Democratic  City  Commit¬ 
tee  breakfast  on  April  21,  when  he  was  greeted  out¬ 
side  by  Dotterman  and  Watson  carrying  signs  stating, 
“ Dukakis  the  bigot.’’  The  signs  referred  to  Dukakis’s 
foster  care  policy. 


lesbian  and  gay  parents 
wanted  for  documentary 

BOSTON  —  WGBH-TV,  public  television  in 
Boston,  is  planning  a  documentary  on  children  in  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  families  called  “Mom  Number  One  and 
Mom  Number  Two.”  Producer  Aimee  Sands,  who  has 
covered  the  Black,  feminist  and  gay  communities  in 
Boston  since  1976,  is  looking  for  lesbian  mothers  and 
gay  fathers  who  would  consider  being  in  the 
documentary  with  their  children.  The  program  will 
deal  directly  with  the  issues  raised  by  the 
Massachusetts  gay  foster  care  controversy,  in¬ 
cluding  the  implication  that  lesbian  and  gay  families 
are  not  good  settings  for  children.  Interested  parents 
may  call  her  at  (617)  265-5194. 

—  Julie  Ogletree 


vt.  house  rejects  lesbian/gay 
fair  housing 

MONTPELIER,  VT  —  A  bill  which  would  have 
banned  housing  discrimination  against  gay  men  and 
lesbians  has  been  rejected  by  the  Vermont  House  of 
Representatives.  The  action  came  in  a  voice  vote,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Associated  Press. 

The  State  House  declined  to  add  discrimination 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  the  list  of  protected 
groups  in  landlord-tenant  legislation  which  it  approv¬ 
ed.  The  law  prohibits  landlords  from  discriminating 
on  the  basis  of  age,  race,  sex,  religion,  income  and 
parenthood. 

—  Julie  Ogletree 


15  men  arrested  for  sex  with  minors 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Fifteen  men  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  one  Maryland  man  were  arrested  April  15 
for  alleged  sexual  activity  with  boys  and  girls  under 
15,  accoording  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 

The  men  face  various  charges  including 
soliciting  oral  sex,  assault,  molestation,  and 
soliciting  minors  for  pornographic  films.  Several  men 
were  accused  of  photographing  or  filming  their  sex¬ 
ual  activities. 

The  arrests  were  the  result  of  a  four-month  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  Inter-Agency  Child  Pornography 
Task  Force,  which  includes  the  Philadelphia  Police 
Department  Sex  Crimes  Unit,  U.S.  Customs  Service 
and  the  Postal  Service.  Inspector  William  Bergman  of 
the  Juvenile  Aid  Division  said  the  men  did  not  con¬ 
stitute  a  “ring”  or  conspiracy. 

Bob  Rhodes,  New  York  spokesman  for  the  North 
American  Man  Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA)  said 
he  was  pleased  that  police  did  not  say  the  men  were 
part  of  a  ring.  Referring  to  coverage  in  the  Gay  News, 
Rhodes  said  the  charge  of  “solicitation  for  oral  sex” 
reveals  more  factual  reporting  than  has  often  been 
done  in  the  past.  Previous  charges  have  been  more 
likely  to  be  sexual  assault,  he  said. 

— Julie  Ogletree 


gop  chooses  anti-gay  nominee 

BOSTON  —  State  Representative  Royall  Switzler 
(R-Wellesley),  known  for  his  vocal  attacks  on  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community,  received  the  GOP  nomina¬ 
tion  for  governor  at  the  Republican  State  Convention 
on  April  12. 

Switzler  introduced  legislation  which  would  have 
banned  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  adopting  children 
or  becoming  foster  parents  and  endangered  the 
rights  of  lesbian  and  gay  biological  parents.  The 
resolution,  which  was  passed,  was  modified  to  per¬ 
tain  only  to  foster  parents. 

Although  Switzler  voted  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill  in  1974,  he  has  been  espousing 
homophobic  rhetoric  since  then.  According  to  the 
Boston  Globe,  arguing  against  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
legislation  in  September  1985,  Switzler  said,  “Boston 
and  Massachusetts  could  become  the  mecca  for 
gays,  and  therefore  AIDS.”  He  added,  “I’d  feel  a  lot 
easier  voting  for  it  [gay  and  lesbian  rights  legislation] 
if  it  [homosexuality]  were  a  mental  illness.” 

An  avowed  opponent  of  many  welfare  programs, 
Switzler  has  stated  that  programs  such  as  Aid  to 
Families  with  Dependent  Children  “do  more  harm 
than  good.” 

Switzler’s  stands  on  social  issues  occasionally 
strays  from  the  conservative  Republican  party  line. 
He  supported  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  and 
public  funding  for  abortion. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


surviving  lover  wins  lease 


NEW  YORK  —  A  state  judge  ruled  April  21  that  a 
landlord  must  offer  a  lease  to  a  surviving  lover  in  a 
gay  relationship. 

Landlord  Bruce  Kafenbaum  had  begun  eviction 
preceedings  against  Michael  Brown,  whose  lover, 
Robert  Hayes,  died  of  AIDS  in  1985.  Brown’s  name 
was  not  on  the  lease  for  the  Chelsea,  Manhattan 
apartment  where  he  and  Hayes  had  lived  together  for 
eight  years.  (See  GCN  Vol.  13,  No.  38) 

Acting  State  Supreme  Court  Justice  Helen 
Freedman  had  ruled  in  Kafenbaum’s  favor  when  the 
case  came  before  her  in  December  1985.  Brown’s  at¬ 
torney,  Russell  Pearce,  appealed  the  decision  under  a 
State  Division  of  Housing  and  Community  Renewal 
emergency  order  protecting  spouses  and  family 
members  of  deceased  tenants  from  eviction. 

On  April  21,  Judge  Freedman  ruled  that  Brown 
must  be  treated  the  same  as  a  close  family  member. 
Openly-gay  Chelsea  district  leader  Tom  Duane  told 
GCN  that  Kafenbaum  is  obliged  to  offer  Brown  a 
vacancy  lease  and  permitted  to  increase  his  rent  by 
no  more  than  seven  and  a  half  percent. 

— Bruce-Michael  Gelbert 


help  for  lesbian  and  gay  street  youth 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  non-profit  organization  com¬ 
mitted  to  finding  foster  homes  for  gay  and  lesbian 
street  youth  began  operating  here  in  February. 
According  to  the  Lesbian  News,  the  Triangle  Project 
will  attempt  to  find  homes  for  “high  risk  youth,”  in¬ 
cluding  those  who  have  been  kicked  out  of  their 
homes  because  they  are  queer  and  those  who  have 
run  away  from  home  due  to  abuse.  The  Triangle  Pro¬ 
ject  estimates  that  10  to  15  thousand  youth  on  the 
streets  of  Los  Angeles  fall  in  to  this  category. 

Lesbians,  gay  men  and  heterosexuals  are  being 
recruited  as  foster  parents.  Once  a  youth  is  placed  in 
a  home,  counseling  for  the  youth  and  the  foster 
parent(s)  will  be  provided.  For  more  information  call 
the  Triangle  Project  at  (213)  656-5005. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


Members  of  Boston’s  Gay  Pride  Committee  (l-r) 
Clinton  Creasy,  Robbin  Evans,  Sherene  Aram  and 
Catherine  Lohr  make  plans. 


speakers  chosen  for  boston  pride 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Planning  Committee  has  announced  speakers  and 
emcees  for  June  14th’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day. 
According  to  committee  member  Catherine  Lohr,  in¬ 
vited  speakers  include  former  State  Representative 
Elaine  Noble,  who  was  the  first  openly  lesbian 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  House,  and  John 
Bush,  national  co-chair  of  Black  and  White  Men 
Together.  Local  speakers  were  invited  to  submit  writ¬ 
ten  speeches  and  then  were  interviewed  and  selected 
by  a  panel  of  five  judges  who  were  members  of  local 
community  groups.  The  speakers  will  be  Annie 
Waterflow  of  the  Disabled  Lesbians  Support  Group, 
Judith  Stein  of  Boston  Area  Fat  Liberation,  and  John 
Pascarelli  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Invited  emcees  are  Jan  Oxenberg,  a  filmmaker 
whose  work  includes  A  Comedy  in  Six  Unnatural 
Acts,  and  Vito  Russo,  author  and  filmmaker  responsi¬ 
ble  for  The  Celluoid  Closet.  Openly  gay  politicians,  in¬ 
cluding  David  Scondras,  Boston  City  Councillor, 
Kevin  McFadden,  candidate  for  State  Senate,  and 
Bob  Ebersole,  town  clerk  of  Lunenberg,  will  also 
speak.  The  Alliance  (formerly  the  Boston  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Political  Alliance)  will  introduce  the  local 
politicians. 

A  special  guest  appearance  by  humorist  Kate 
Clinton  is  also  scheduled.  The  Pride  Committee  is 
currently  considering  entertainment  proposals  and 
planning  fundraising  activites  to  pay  off  last  year’s 
debts.  No  donation  will  be  requested  to  enter  the  ral¬ 
ly- 

—Anne  Phibbs 


i  now  pronounce  you  mom  and  mom 

OAKLAND,  CA  —  Two  lesbians  here  have  be¬ 
come  the  first  same  sex  parents  to  be  legally 
recognized  as  such  in  the  U.S.,  according  to  the  Les¬ 
bian  Inciter.  In  November  1985,  Judy  Hicks  and  her 
lover,  the  child’s  biological  mother,  were  determined 
to  be  their  daughter’s  legal  parents  as  a  result  of  a 
maternity  suit.  Their  daughter  was  conceived  through 
donor  insemination. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


firm  claims  fool-proof  aids  test 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  Californian 
biotechnology  firm  claims  it  has  developed  a 
diagnostic  test  that  can  detect  the  AIDS  virus,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Washington  Post. 

Cetus  Corp.  says  its  test  could  be  on  the  market 
within  a  year.  Before  it  could  be  released  it  would 
have  to  be  approved  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration.  The  test  uses  “gene-probe”  technology 
to  detect  the  genetic  material  that  comprises  the 
AIDS  virus,  and  is  genetically  designed  to  bind  only 
with  the  DNA  that  is  unique  to  the  AIDS  virus. 

“It  can’t  make  a  mistake,”  says  Jeffrey  Price, 
research  vice-president.  The  company  hopes  the  test 
will  give  it  an  edge  in  the  $4  million  diagnostics 
marketplace.  According  to  the  Post,  AIDS  testing  has 
become  a  $75-million-a-year  business  in  the  United 
States  alone  and  more  than  $150  million  worldwide. 

Present  tests  spot  the  presence  of.  antibodies 
produced  by  the  body’s  immune  system  to  fight  the 
virus,  but  are  time  consuming  and  often  produce  false 
results. 

—Julie  Ogletree 


indian  eunuchs  celebrate  new  guru 

BHOPAL,  India  —  Holding  their  first  national 
convention,  over  3,000  eunuchs  dressed  in  saris, 
bangles  and  bells,  converged  April  7  to  proclaim  their 
new  national  guru,  65-year-old  Bismillah  Bi. 

They  gathered  in  the  central  Indian  city  because 
it  is  where  their  last  nationally  recognized  guru, 
Nayak  Nazeer,  died  three  months  ago.  Eunuchs  told 
the  Associated  Press  he  died  from  the  after-effects  of 
the  Union  Carbide  toxic  gas  leak  that  killed  more  than 

2,000  people  in  1984. 

India  is  estimated  to  have  between  50,000  and 
100,000  eunuchs,  who  are  increasingly  becoming 
organized  and  demanding  equal  political  rights.  The 
country’s  caste-consciousness  usually  results  in 
eunuchs  being  treated  as  the  lowest  sort  of  outcasts. 

Some  eunuchs  are  born  without  genitals,  some 
are  hermaphrodites  and  many  are  transvestites  and 
gay  men,  according  to  the  AP  report.  Some  are  men 
who  were  kidnapped,  castrated  and  inducted  into  the 
cult. 

Most  are  beggars,  singers  and  dancers.  No  trou¬ 
ble  has  been  reported  during  the  ten-day  gathering. 
Organizers  said  everyone  present  is  a  true  eunuch 
and  joined  the  group  voluntarily. 

— Julie  Ogletree 


panel  says  ny  courts  guilty  of  sex  bias 

NEW  YORK  —  A  state  task  force  on  Women  in 
the  Courts  has  found  bias  against  women  in  New 
York  courts  so  pervasive  that  “they  are  often  denied 
equal  justice,”  according  to  a  report  released  April  18. 

The  23-member  panel  formed  in  May  1984  by 
Chief  Judge  Lawrence  Cooke  recommended  a  special 
assistant  be  hired  to  monitor  discrimination  against 
women,  investigate  complaints  and  establish  a  train¬ 
ing  program  to  make  judges  less  biased  in  dealings 
with  women.  The  report  asks  the  legislature  to  in¬ 
crease  protection  for  women  in  child  custody  and 
family  violence  cases,  and  urges  bar  associations 
and  law  schools  to  conduct  programs  on  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  women  and  on  the  rights  of  women  in 
rape  and  family  violence  cases,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times. 

Judge  John  Stackhouse  of  Civil  Court  in  New 
York  City  testified  about  women  in  the  courtroom  for 
the  report.  “I  have  seen  them  humiliated,”  he  said.  “I 
have  seen  them  disparaged,  sometimes  to  their  face, 
sometimes  behind  their  backs. 

“I  have  heard  judges  make  offensive  remarks  to 
other  court  personnel,  to  stenographers,  to  court  of¬ 
ficers  and  to  male  attorneys  appearing  before  them 
concerning  the  physical  attributes  and  sexual  at¬ 
tributes  of  the  female  defense  attorneys.” 

The  panel  of  legislators,  judges,  professors  and 
lawyers  interviewed  more  than  2,000  judges,  lawyers 
and  other  legal  personnel,  some  progress  was  noted: 
women  can  now  serve  on  juries,  a  privilege  denied  as 
recently  as  the  1940s.  Some  previous  inequities,  such 
as  women  receiving  lower  court  awards  than  men  for 
personal  injuries,  have  been  corrected. 

— Julie  Ogletree 

- news  notes  compiled  by  julie  ogletree 


- — - '■ - Gay  Community  News,  May  3-10,  1986*  Page  3 - 

Preterm  Settles  Decade-Long  Union  Dispute 

By  Julie  Ogletree 


BOSTON — Forty  members  of 
Hospital  Health  Care  Workers 
Union,  District  1199  have  received 
$148,000  in  back  pay  from 
Preterm  Health  Clinic  nine  and  a 
half  years  after  they  struck  for  bet¬ 
ter  working  conditions  and  health 
care  rights  for  women. 

Although  the  settlement-  award, 
which  came  by  mail  two  weeks 
ago,  is  a  welcome  end  to  an  old 
battle,  at  least  one  union  leader 
still  recalls  the  struggle  painfully. 
The  group  was  very  strong  and  did 
well,  she  said. 

“A  lot  of  people  will  tell  you  it 
was  the  best  time  in  their  life,” 
said  union  leader  Louise  Rice.  ‘‘I 
think  it  would  have  been  better  if 
we’d  won  the  strike. ...[1  hate]  the 
feeling  that  if  they  can  hang  in 
there  long  enough,  they  can  get  rid 
of  you.  It  may  have  been  worth  it 
[for  them]  to  pay  $148,000  to  get 
rid  of  the  union,  rather  than  have 


to  fight  us  everytime  they  want  to 
cut  back  on  another  woman’s 
rights.  That’s  probably  priceless  to 
them.” 

Gail  Nelson,  a  Preterm  spokes¬ 
woman,  confirmed  that  a  settle¬ 
ment  had  been  paid.  She  declined 
to  comment  further  since  she  join¬ 
ed  the  clinic  staff  after  the  strike 
ended.  The  director,  Jackie  Y.  was 
on  vacation  and  unavailable  for 
comment.  (Nelson  said  she  could 
not  reveal  full  names  because  anti¬ 
abortion  picketers  have  been 
harassing  staff  at  their  homes.) 
Because  of  staff  turnover  since  the 
strike,  no  one  else  has  the 
necessary  information  to  com¬ 
ment,  she  said. 

The  supportive  counseling  and 
advocacy  envisioned  when  the 
abortion  clinic  formed  in  1972  was 
traded  in  for  a  “factory  assembly¬ 
line  type  of  operation,”  former 
counselor  Rice  said.  “They  learn¬ 


ed  to  do  abortions  quickly  and  ef¬ 
ficiently  as  a  business.” 

Among  the  strikers’  concerns 
were  the  lack  of  women  of  color 
represented  on  the  counseling  staff 
and  links  between  Preterm  and 
discriminatory  sterilization  prac¬ 
tices  applied  to  women  of  color, 
according  to  an  article  on  the 
strike  published  in  1978  by  Red 
Sun  Press.  Strikers  noted  ties  bet¬ 
ween  Preterm  and  its  research 
arm,  Preterm  Institute  which  was 
involved  in  international  popula¬ 
tion  control  policy  making. 

(The  Preterm  spokeswoman 
said  the  Institute,  once  based  in 
Newton,  Mass.,  has  moved  to 
Franconia,  N.H.  She  had  no 
knowledge  whether  it  was  still 
operating  or  about  its  current 
research.) 

Many  of  the  women  hired  by 
Preterm  in  the  early  1970s  were 
committed  feminists  interested  in 


Black  Lesbian  Recalls 
Kenya  Forum  Struggles 


By  Rebecca  Thatcher 

AMHERST,  MA  —  The  inter¬ 
national  non-governmental 
organizations’  (NGO)  Women’s 
Conference  in  Nairobi  was  a 
powerful  affirmation  of  both  the 
international  lesbian  movement 
and  the  Black  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  according  to  Black  lesbian 
activist  Gwendolyn  Rogers,  who 
spoke  April  9  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Amherst. 

Rogers  chairs  the  political 
action  and  education  committee  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG)  and 
is  a  staff  psychologist  at  the  City 
University  of  New  York.  She  at- 

tended  the  non-governmental 

organizations’  conference  in 
Kenya  last  July  conducted 
simultaneously  with  the  official 
United  Nations  conference 
culminating  the  UN  Decade  of 
Women. 

Rogers  discussed  confronting 
homophobia  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  and  racism  in  the  women’s 
movement  within  the  context  of 
organizing  a  Black  women’s 
delegation  to  the  conference  in 
Nairobi.  When  she  was  slated  to 
speak  at  an  organizing  conference 
she  described  herself  as  a  member 
of  NCBLG  but  when  the  con¬ 
ference  brochure  was  published, 
it  said  nothing  about  Rogers’ 
being  a  lesbian. 

It  was  very  painful,  organizers 
of  the  conference  were  lesbian- 
baited  and  pressured  by  rumors 
that  the  Kenyan  government 
would  not  tolerate  any  lesbians  in 
the  country,  Rogers  said.  “After 
many  meetings,  and  plastering  the 
entire  [conference]  campus  with 
lesbian  statements  and  confront¬ 
ing  the  organizers,  we  won  the 
right  to  have  a  Black  lesbian 
caucus  statement  read  at  the 
plenary.” 

Commenting  on  the  difficulty  of 
overcoming  opposition  to  a  public 
lesbian  presence,  Rogers  said  she 
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Gwendolyn  Rogers 

discovered  something  very  power¬ 
ful  about  “Black  women  really 
loving  Black  women  and  Black 
men  loving  each  other...  We  said 
that  our  struggle  for  liberation  re¬ 
quired  that  we  enlist  everyone  we 
could  get  our  hands  on.” 

Though  she  continued  to  face 
homophobia  in  Nairobi,  Rogers 
said  African  women  welcomed  the 
Black  lesbian  contingent  from  the 
United  States  enthusiastically. 
“We  would  try  to  walk  two  steps 
and  we  would  be  surrounded  by  30 
African  women  asking  us  ques¬ 
tions,”  she  said. 

One  woman  asked  her  how 
women  from  the  United  States 
were  organized.  Rogers  replied  by 
listing  a  few  organizations  and 
then  said,  “And  we  have  lesbian 
organizations.”  The  young 
African  woman’s  eyes  lighted  up 
and  she  asked,  “Are  they  here?” 
And  Rogers  answered,  “Yes,  we 
are  here.” 

Lesbians  held  hands  and  kissed 
in  public,  Rogers  said,  organized  a 
dance  and  held  caucuses  without 
any  real  problem  from  the 
“repressive  neo-colonial  govern¬ 
ment”  of  Kenya.  Black  lesbians 
had  decided  ahead  of  time  that 
“whatever  political  struggle  went 
down,  that’s  where  we  would  be,” 


she  said. 

“We  felt  that  we  needed  to 
reach  especially  African  lesbians 
who  needed  to  know  about  the 
struggle  in  the  U.S.” 

NGO  participants  also  faced 
struggles  for  legitimacy  in  com¬ 
petition  with  the  UN  conference. 
The  owners  of  the  hotel  where 
they  were  staying  threatened  to 
drag  the  women  out  to  make  room 
for  delegates  to  the  official  UN 
conference.  The  dispute  was  settl¬ 
ed  when  the  women  held  their 
ground  in  the  face  of  “all  kinds  of 
intimidation.” 

The  political  discussions, 
workshops,  rallies  and  speeches 
which  took  place  were  intense,  she 
said.  The  women  who  were  pre¬ 
sent  were  on  the  cutting  edge  of 
social  change  in  their  own  coun¬ 
tries,  and  they  put  a  lot  of 
pressure  on  the  official  UN  con¬ 
ference. 

At  the  end  of  the  conference 
NGO  forum  participants  wrote  a 
long  statement  which  included  a 
call  for  unilateral  disarmament, 
the  right  of  self-determination  for 
all  peoples,  an  end  to  the  repres¬ 
sion  of  lesbians  and  the  end  to 
violence  against  women  world 
wide. 

The  conference  dealt  with  many 
international  issues  such  as  the  In¬ 
ternational  Monetary  Fund,  the 
US  Immigration  and  Naturaliza¬ 
tion  Service,  and  alternative 
development  “which  would  help 
women  rather  than  multinational 
corporations,”  Rogers  said. 

“We  view  the  forum  as  an  over¬ 
whelming  success.  The  NGO 
forum  consisted  primarily  of 
women  from  the  diaspora, 
primarily  women  of  color...  Some 
of  those  women  were  peasant 
women...  and  we  the  lesbians  of 
color  went  with  the  idea  that  we 
were  going  to  struggle  throughout 
the  forum  within  the  context  of 
women  of  color,”  she  said. 


women’s  rights  to  receive  abor¬ 
tions  and  supportive  health  care, 
Rice,  who  is  a  lesbian,  told  GCN. 
At  that  time,  the  newly-opened 
clinic  wanted  support  from  the 
women’s  community.  “It  was 
recruiting  feminists  to  work  for 
low  wages  to  be  counselors  and  ad¬ 
vocates  for  clients.  It  was  kind  of 
risky  to  do  that  then  but  feminists 
were  good.  [We]  were  dedicated 
and  worked  long  hours  and  were 
committed.” 

Unionists  connected  good 
health  care  and  good  working  con¬ 
ditions,  said  Rice,  who  now  works 
as  a  nurse.  The  women  were  effec¬ 
tive  patient  advocates,  she  said.  At 
one  point  the  staff  had  a  doctor 
fired  because  of  his  insensitivity  to 
women. 

The  union  drive  began  in  1974 
after  a  group  of  gynecological 
counselors  was  laid  off.  The  union 
representing  counselors,  aides, 
receptionists  and  medical  records 
clerks  won  its  election  by  a  47-3 
vote  in  May  1975  and  began 
bargaining  with  management. 
Women  sought  traditional  rights 
of  seniority  protection,  grievance 
procedures,  maternity  leave  and 
insurance,  and  wage  increases,  as 
well  as  case  load  limits  for 
counselors,  benefits  for  part-time 
workers,  an  end  to  arbitrary 
scheduling,  and  a  union  shop.  Ten 
months  later  with  no  wage  pro¬ 
posal  and  no  response  to  requests 
for  information,  the  union  voted 
to  issue  a  strike  notice.  A  final  at¬ 
tempt  at  binding  arbitration  fail¬ 
ed,  and  workers  walked  out  on  Oc¬ 
tober  19,  1976. 

With  support  from  feminists, 
gay  men  and  lesbians  (See  GCN 
Vol.  4  No.  32)  and  other  unions, 
strikers  picketed  outside  Preterm 


six  days  a  week  until  April  30, 
1977.  The  first  day  of  the  picket, 
half  the  nursing  staff  refused  to 
cross  the  picket  line  and  lost  their 
jobs.  During  the  course  of  the 
strike,  over  30  arrests  were  made. 
Picket  lines  grew  especially  large 
on  Saturdays,  sometimes  in¬ 
cluding  as  many  as  300  people. 

In  legal  battles,  union  members 
maintained  that  the  1976  strike  oc¬ 
curred  because  of  unfair  labor 
practices.  Preterm  argued  that  the 
women  did  not  want  their  jobs 
back  and  did  not  seek  other  work. 
The  clinic  also  claimed  some 
workers’  acts  were  so  militant  on 
the  picket  line,  they  did  not 
deserve  compensation.  Rice  said. 
This  charge  formed  the  basis  for 
the  exclusion  of  six  women  from 
the  official  settlement. 

The  court  ruled  that  union 
members  are  owed  back  pay  from 
March  2,  1977,  when  they  agreed 
to  return  to  work,  until  June  1978 
when  the  last  of  the  strike'leader- 
ship  had  their  jobs  reinstated. 
Local  1199  members  plan  to 
distribute  25  percent  of  each 
award  to  the  uncompensated 
women.  To  show  its  continuing 
commitment  to  organizing,  the 
group  also  plans  to  make  a  dona¬ 
tion  to  a  current  organizing  strug¬ 
gle,  Rice  said.  A  party  is  being 
planned  for  June  22,  and  all  union 
supporters  are  invited. 

The  award  was  first  granted  in 
1978  by  a  National  Labor  Rela¬ 
tions  (NLRB)  judge.  Preterm  ap¬ 
pealed  the  ruling  to  the  full  NLRB 
board  in  Washington,  D.C.  and 
the  First  Circuit  Court  and  lost 
both  efforts,  according  to  Rice. 
They  did  not  have  grounds  to 
make  a  final  appeal  to  the  U.S. 

Continued  on  page  12 


Gay  Man  Vies 
For  Senate  Slot 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  An  openly  gay 
contender  for  the  Massachusetts 
State  Senate  announced  his  candi¬ 
dacy  on  April  12.  Kevin  McFad- 
den,  a  Dorchester  resident,  will  vie 
for  the  seat  representing  Dorchest¬ 
er,  Milton  and  Randolph,  present¬ 
ly  occupied  by  conservative 
Democrat,  Joe  Walsh.  Over  100 
people  attended  McFadden’s  cam¬ 
paign  kick-off  at  Whiton  Hall  in 
Dorchester. 

Following  speeches  by  Rev. 
David  Venator,  union  activist 
Domonic  Bozzotto,  lesbian  activist 
Rosemary  Dunn-Dalton  and  gay 
Boston  City  Councillor  David 
Scondras,  McFadden  pledged  to 
run  a  campaign  to  “fight  for  jus¬ 
tice,  inclusion,  reform  and  equal 
access.”  McFadden  spoke  in 
general  terms,  rather  than  ad¬ 
dressing  what  he  would  do  if 
elected.  “Women,  minorities,  gay 
and  lesbian  people,  immigrants, 
[the]  economically  disadvantaged 
and  the  homeless”  would  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  his  quest  for  a  broad- 
based  coalition.  “Take  my  vision 
and  look  at  it,”  summed  up 


McFadden.  “It’s  not  so  radical 
and  it’s  just.” 

A  number  of  references  to 
Walsh,  who  has  not  formally  an¬ 
nounced  his  re-election  campaign, 
were  made  by  speakers  preceding 
McFadden.  Scondras  foresaw  vic¬ 
tory  for  McFadden  because, 
“What  the  dinosaur  [Walsh]  has 
stood  for  has  been  to  align  itself 
with  those  of  privilege  to  maintain 
ideas  that  one  church  and  one  way 
is  what  is  right.  That  time  is 
over.”  Although  Walsh  has  some 
support  from  some  union  leaders, 
“the  labor  candidate  is  Kevin,” 
Bozzotto  said.  McFadden,  not 
Walsh,  will  represent  “women, 
minorities,  gays  and  working  men 
and  women,”  he  continued. 

McFadden,  who  is  running  for 
office  for  the  first  time,  has  been 
active  in  the  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Political  Alliance,  the  Dor¬ 
chester  Gay  and  Lesbian  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Codman  Square 
Community  Development 
Corporation  and  Shawmut  United 
Neighbors. 


New  England  Telephone  Case 

Continued from  page  1 


ment  for  a  federal  trial  was  that 
“any  rights  regarding  privacy  and 
anti-discrimination  arise  exclusive¬ 
ly  out  of  terms  of  collective 
bargaining  [via  the  employee’s 
union,]”  Casey  said.  Rights 
covered  by  union  contracts  fall 
within  federal  laws.  Phone  com¬ 
pany  lawyer  Holly  Laurent  would 
not  comment  on  the  case. 

In  his  ruling  on  April  11,  Judge 
Walter  Skinner  determined  that 
the  case  is  under  state,  not  federal, 
jurisdiction.  Casey  called  this  a 
victory  because  state  law  clearly 
protects  the  rights  of  handicapped 
people. 

A  hearing  in  state  court  in¬ 
creases  the  probability  of  winning 


the  case,  Casey  added.  If  the  case 
had  remained  in  federal  court,  the 
phone  company  probably  would 
have  attempted  to  have  the  case 
dismissed  since  Cronan  did  not  file 
his  grievance  through  the  union, 
the  lawyer  said. 

“This  is  an  important  prece¬ 
dent,”  Casey  said.  “[Skinner’s 
decision]  provides  a  person  with 
litigation  outside  of  the  confines 
of  union  grievance  procedure.  It 
boils  down  to  money.  In  a  union 
grievance  a  person  might  get  back 
pay  and  a  [reasonable]  degree  of 
accommodation.  In  a  civil  suit  a 
person  has  a  right  to  a  jury  trial 
and  compensatory  damages  [at 
whatever  amount]  the  jury  believes 


is  sufficient.” 

The  phone  company  plans  to 
file  a  motion  to  have  the  case 
dismissed,  according  to  company 
spokesperson  Peter  Cronin.  The 
case  is  invalid,  he  said,  because 
“Cronan  didn’t  offer  sufficient 
facts  to  establish  [that  there  was] 
violation  of  the  law.” 

The  phone  company  spokes¬ 
person  claims  Cronan’s  case  is 
unmerited  partially  because 
Cronan  was  told  last  September  he 
could  return  to  work  if  he  con¬ 
tacted  his  supervisor.  Cronan 
received  the  notification  that  it 
might  be  possible  for  him  to  return 
to  work  at  approximately  the  same 
time  that  he  was  diagnosed  with 


AIDS. 

“I  got  a  letter  [saying  1  should 
talk  to  my  supervisor  about  going 
back  to  work]  three  weeks  after  I 
first  called  my  supervisor  to  say  I 
was  able  to  come  back  to  work,” 
said  Cronan.  “Normally,  if  you 
call  your  supervisor  on  Monday 
[to  return  to  work  after  a  medical 
leave],  you’re  back  on  the  job  on 
Tuesday  as  long  as  you  have  a  let¬ 
ter  from  your  doctor,  which  I 
did.”  Cronan  added,  “They 
didn’t  know  what  to  do  with  me.” 

Cronan  said  he  did  not  return  to 
work  after  company  notification 
because  they  “couldn’t  guarantee 
safety  for  me  on  the  job.  Co¬ 
workers  had  threatened  to  lynch 


me  [if  I  went]  back  to  work.” 

Cronan  believes  that  due  to  his 
lawsuit  the  phone  company  is 
more  likely  to  protect  the  con¬ 
fidentiality  of  an  employee  with 
AIDS.  “There’s  a  reason  for  all  of 
this  [being  sick],  A  lot  of  good  has 
come  out  of  it.” 

The  phone  company  spokes¬ 
person  claims  his  company  does 
respect  the  confidentiality  of  per¬ 
sons  with  AIDS.  “Our  policy  is  to 
treat  AIDS  like  any  other  illness. 
There  is  no  written  policy  any 
more  than  we  would  have  with  any 
other  disease.”  When  asked  if  any 
phone  company  employees  have 
contracted  AIDS,  the  spokesper¬ 
son  said, “Not  that  I’m  avare  ot.  ’ 
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GCN  Job  Openings 
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Coordinating  Editor  (available  April-May):  Coordinate  paper's  overall  ad¬ 
ministrative/financial  affairs  and  fundraising  activities.  Prepare  editorial/letters 
pages.  Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and,  as  necessary,  serve  as  paper’s  spokesper¬ 
son/representative.  Qualifications:  Strong  administrative,  organizational,  and  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills.  Familiarity  with  GCN  preferable. 

Typesetter/Writer  (available  immediately):  Typeset  news  and  features  articles  and 
other  copy  for  weekly  paper,  as  well  as  ad  copy,  promotional  materials,  etc.  Write 
news  and/or  features  articles.  Qualifications:  Strong  typing  and/or  word  processing 
skills  required.  Typesetting  experience,  particularly  on  a  Compugraphic  7500,  helpful. 
(Some  training  is  available.)  Strong  writing  and  good  grammar/copy  editing  skills 
preferred. 

Promotions/Classified  Advertising  Coordinator  (available  May):  Use  direct  mail 
marketing,  exchange  ads,  renewal  campaigns  and  other  strategies  to  increase  sub¬ 
scription/newsstand  sales.  Also  process  and  lay  out  weekly  classified  ads.  Qualifica¬ 
tions:  Strong  writing,  administrative,  creative  and  organizational  skills.  Previous  pro¬ 
motions  experience  helpful. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti- 
racist/anti-classist  politics,  and  the  collective  decision-making  process. 
Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $160/wk+  fully  paid  health/life  insurance,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks’  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility  for 
their  own  jobs  with  some  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume/cover  letter  ASAP  to:  Search  Committee,  167  Tremont 
St.,  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Gay  men/lesbians  of  color  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


knowledge  vs. 
truth 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  devout  atheist,  I  was  upset  and  offended 
by  Bergman  &  Urla’s  attack  (GCN,  4.1.86)  on 
Bill  Leubrie’s  case  for  gay  atheism  (GCN, 
3.8.86).  Bergman  and  Urla  claim  to  offer  a  “bet¬ 
ter  critique  of  religion”;  however,  after  slander¬ 
ing  Leubrie  as  a  racist  and  technocrat,  they  go  on 
to  praise  the  utility  of  blind  faith  and  bemoan  the 
“inability”  of  atheists  to  believe. 

If  we  examine  how  people  know  what  they 
know,  we  find  that  belief  falls  on  a  continuum 
with  religion  at  one  extreme  and  science  on  the 
other.  Religious  thinking  is  marked  by  faith;  a 
single  source  of  information,  such  as  the  Bible  or 
Freud’s  writings,  are  declared  infallible,  and 
Truth  is  uncovered  by  exegetic  analysis  of  this 
sacred  tome.  One  does  not  question  how  the 
divine  author  figured  this  stuff  out,  and  if  con¬ 
tradictory  evidence  is  offered,  it  is  fit  into  the  ex¬ 
isting  scheme,  ignored,  or  discredited.  Scientific 
thinking,  in  contrast,  is  marked  by  lack  of  faith; 
only  that  which  can  be  demonstrated  is  believed, 
and  if  contradictory  evidence  is  offered,  beliefs 
must  be  altered  or  discarded. 

Of  course  religious  institutions  can  and  do  use 
scientific  elements,  and  scientists  often  rely  on 
blind  faith  (eg,  some  of  the  followers  of  Freud, 
as  mentioned  above).  But  the  trend  holds  true, 
and  the  hallmark  of  religion  is  blind  faith  while 
that  of  science  is  critical  disbelief.  The  question  is 
not  one  of  which  specific  institution  did  what  to 
whom,  but  rather  one  of  what  results  from  each 
of  these  modes  of  belief.  In  our  culture,  faith- 
based  belief  is  associated  with  conservatism  and 
empirical-based  belief  with  liberalism. 

The  above  is  important  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men  because  the  blind  faith  of  religion  was  used, 
is  used,  and  will  continue  to  be  used  against  us 
and  all  minorities,  a  point  Bergman  &  Urla  fail  to 
notice.  Faith  is  used  to  brand  lesbians  and  gays 
as  sinners,  a  charge  against  which,  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  mode,  there  is  no  defense.  I  have  seen  gay 
fundamentalists  spend  hours  swapping  bible 
quotes  and  interpretations  with  their  non-gay 
brethren,  whose  faith  they  never  shake.  As  a 
psychologist,  I  have  squandered  days  arguing 
with  fundamentalist  psychologists  (a  role  1  find 
as  contradictory  as  “gay  fundamentalist”)  offer¬ 
ing  up  study  after  study  to  demonstrate  the 
psychological  health  of  lesbians  and  gays;  all  for 
naught.  The  bible  tells  them  we  are  sick  and  there 
is  no  evidence  on  this  earth  that  is  capable  of 
convincing  them  otherwise. 

Currently  the  fundamentalists  have  been  gain¬ 
ing  ground  in  the  U.S..  They  explain  AIDS  as  a 
god-sent  plague,  and  no  amount  of  explaining 
the  immune  system  and  viral  transmission  will 
budge  them.  Such  evidence  carries  no  weight 
with  religious  thinkers.  A  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago  the  bible  was  used  to  justify  slavery 
with  the  same  effectiveness.  While  some  religions 
will  tolerate  lesbians  and  gays,  and  while  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  true  that  many  “scientists”  are  all  too  will¬ 
ing  to  assist  in  our  persecution,  lesbians  and  gay 
men  have  a  vested  interest  in  promoting  belief 
and  knowledge  based  on  truth  rather  than  on 
faith. 

Bergman  &  Urla  have  little  use  for  truth.  They 
state  that  truth  will  not  sway  the  religious,  and 
that  atheists  are  incapable  of  faith.  I  bitterly  re¬ 
sent  this  slur.  My  ability  to  resist  faith  is  one  of 
my  proudest  accomplishments,  and  one  of  the 
most  difficult.  Society  puts  tremendous  pressure 
on  people  to  blindly  believe  in  something,  any¬ 
thing,  and  those  who  avoid  Christ  usually  end  up 
in  the  clutches  of  Freud,  Lenin,  LaRouche,  or 
some  other  self-appointed  prophet. 

In  light  of  the  rise  of  the  fundamentalist  right, 
I  found  Leubrie’s  article  a  timely  and  effective 
statement  of  the  case  for  gay  atheism.  Bergman 
&  Urla  claim  that  they,  too,  are  atheists,  but  you 
would  never  guess  this  from  their  vitriolic  attack 
on  Leubrie’s  article;  where,  amid  the  racist  bait¬ 
ing  and  flourishing  of  academic  credentials,  is 


this  “better”  critique  of  theirs?  If  they  are  critics 
of  religion,  so  are  Jerry  Falwell  and  the  pope. 
Michael  C.  Botkin 
Carbondale,  IL 

grappling  with 
anti-semitism 

Dear  GCN: 

Just  a  note  to  offer  support  for  your  fine 
editorial  statement,  “Our  Movement  Is  No  Place 
for  Jew-hating.”  In  addition  to  knowing  that  I 
can  count  on  GCN  for  coverage  of  news  issues 
that  I  do  not  read  about  elsewhere,  it  is  gratifying 
to  see  you  grappling  so  well  with  the  same  ques¬ 
tions  about  anti-Semitism  with  which  we  are  all 
faced. 

Thank  you  for  your  forthrightness. 

Best  wishes, 

Nancy  K.  Bereano 
Firebrand  Books 
Ithaca,  NY 

aids  and  racism 
in  maryland  prison 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  let  you  know  how  this  state  has 
developed  a  new  AIDS  policy  and  how  racial  segrega¬ 
tion  is  being  included. 

The  new  AIDS  policy  is  that  all  new  prisoners  are  be¬ 
ing  tested  and  all  others  will  be  tested  within  the  next  six 
months. 

[We  remind  readers  who  haven’t  kept  up  on  the 
HTLV-III  anti-body  test  that  it  is  extremely  unreliable; 
that  is,  about  30  percent  of  those  who  test  positive  will, 
if  retested,  test  positive  again.  “False  negatives”  also  oc¬ 
cur.  Not  to  mention  the  opportunity  this  label 
(‘positive’)  gives  homophobes.] 

All  positives  will  be  isolated.  They  are  segregating  us 
right  now.  Also  there  will  be  no  integrated  cells.  All  cells 
will  remain  either  black  or  white  but  no  mixed.  And 
what  is  worse,  whites  take  priority  in  cell  choice,  so  that, 
for  example,  with  one  side  of  the  prison  having  good 
reception  for  tv  and  radio  and  the  other  having  bad 
reception  you  can  imagine  where  the  blacks  are.  This 
blatant  act  of  discrimination  is  being  enforced  with 
threats  of  a  transfer  to  a  higher  security  prison  if  we 
write  up  any  complaints.  [The  prisoner  project  reminds 
prisoners  that  in  situations  like  this,  they  can ’t  transfer 
everybody.]  They  even  closed  down  the  law  library  here 
and  transferred  the  2  law  clerks  in  a  concerted  effort  to 
isolate  us  from  the  outside  as  they  create  their  own 
‘laws’.  And  the  new  disciplinary  policy  and  sentencing 
guidelines  are  not  for  inmates  to  see.  They  are  kept 
secret. 

The  situation  is  growing  worse  daily.  I’m  no  longer 
allowed  a  job  because  “queers”  don’t  have  no  rights 
here.  It  is  really  depressing  to  be  treated  this  way,  but  I 
can’t  get  anyone  else  to  agree  to  join  in  a  lawsuit.  They 
are  too  scared.  And  to  go  it  alone  means  definite  danger 
to  myself.  I  just  don’t  know  if  I  can  physically  tolerate 
this  mess  much  more.  They  treated  me  better  until 
recently  because  I  have  a  suit  in  federal  court  against 
them  and  they  want  to  persuade  me  to  drop  it.  But  I  will 
not.  So  the  warden  is  going  after  me,  now  that  the 
Supreme  Cur  [Court,  some  say]  has  handed  down  its 
decision  that  prisoners  can’t  sue  prison  officials  for  not 
doing  their  duty  (keeping  prisoners  safe)  unless  we  can 
“prove  malicious  intent”  on  the  part  of  the  guards. 
Good  luck! 

As  gays  we  must  join  together  and  bring  forth  a  new 
case  for  the  courts  to  show  that  they  erred  in  their  deci¬ 
sion  because  a  new  wave  of  violence  is  about  to  erupt  in 
prisons  and  now  more  than  ever  we  gays  must  remain 
united  in  order  to  survive. 

Respectfully  yours. 

Gene  Munnings 
156920 

Rt  3  Box  4444 
Hagerstown,  MD  21740 


the  gory  glory 

Dear  GCN: 

Maida  Tilchen’s  letter  in  this  week’s  GCN 
motivated  me  to  write  a  belated  response  to  the 
“Speaking  Out”  Michael  Bronski  wrote  several 
weeks  ago.  Bronski  described  (in  highly  fanciful 
form  and  highly  inflammatory  language)  a 
dispute  and  negotiating  process  that  had  gone  on 
among  GCN’s  staff  (which  at  that  time  included 
myself)  about  the  editing  of  Art  Cohen’s  inter¬ 
view  with  members  of  a  rightwing  gay  group. 
Bronski’s  interpretation  of  events  was  based  en¬ 
tirely  on  hearsay  and  presumption.  I’m  certain 
that  the  majority  of  people  who  were  members  of 
GCN’s  staff  during  that  particular  dispute  had  as 
much  trouble  recognizing  the  events  as  described 
by  Bronski  as  I  did.  None  of  us  wrote  in  im¬ 
mediately  to  quarrel  with  him  for  a  very  simple 
reason:  as  with  many  of  GCN's  bloody,  drawn- 
out  battles  over  content  and  form,  once  we  had 
finally  reached  a  compromise  and  written  an 
editorial  detailing  our  underlying  political  and 
philosophical  differences  and  seeking  reader 
responses,  we  were  ready  to  move  on.  We  had  a 
paper  to  get  out  and  we  had  to  get  along  with  one 
another.  We  assumed  that  readers  would 
somehow  guess  that  there  must  be  a  side  to  the 
story  that  Bronski  wasn’t  reporting  —  after  all,  he 
did  make  us  sound  rather  vile. 

Unfortunately,  though,  since  no  one  disputed 
Bronski’s  description,  even  former  staff  members 
like  Maida  Tilchen  took  it  at  face  value.  The  pro¬ 
blem  is  that  in  the  process  of  painting  his 
distorted  picture  of  an  actual  event,  Bronski  also 
came  out  against  Bad  Things  —  censorship, 
dishonesty  —  and  for  good  things  —  respect  for 
The  Writer  and  The  Truth.  The  inference  is  that 
certain  members  of  the  staff  —  the  great  majori¬ 
ty,  in  this  instance  —  are  on  the  wrong  side  on  all 
these  matters.  So  now,  not  surprisingly,  come  all 
the  letters  to  the  editor  praising  the  good  and 
damning  the  bad. 

One  letter -writer  who  didn’t  buy  that  inter¬ 
pretation  was  Larry  Goldsmith,  who  pointed  out 
in  his  recent  letter  that  Good  Bronski  had  sup¬ 
ported  Bad  Censorship  when  it  came  to  keeping 
his  critical  piece  about  Bronski’s  own  writing  out 
of  the  features  pages  a  few  months  earlier. 
Goldsmith  graciously  withdrew  that  piece  after  a 
bitterly  divided  staff  voted  to  run  it  as  a  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  when  it  was  locked  out  of  features.  (For 
those  of  you  who  never  got  the  opportunity  to 
read  it.  Goldsmith’s  article  explored  Bronski’s 
cultural  pieces  as  an  example  of  white,  middle- 
class  bias  in  GCN,  arguing  that  the  idea  of  one 
“gay  sensibility”  and  a  preoccupation  with  opera 
and  other  “high”  —  read  upper-class  —  culture 
and  “mainstream”  —  read  white-dominated  Big 
Business  —  pop  culture,  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
cultural  traditions  of  equal  relevance  to  many  gay 
people,  reinforce  class  and  race  hierarchies  in¬ 
stead  of  challenging  them.) 

For  the  record,  in  the  more  recent  case  of  the 
Art  Cohen  interview,  the  GCN  staff  saw  itself  as 
doing  its  job  in  trying  to  help  an  author  make  an 
article  on  a  sensitive  and  controversial  topic  as  in¬ 
telligible,  clear,  and  incisive  as  possible.  We  had 
major  —  and  in  this  case,  particularly 
acrimonious  —  differences  among  ourselves 
about  how  best  to  accomplish  that  goal,  and  end¬ 
ed  up  with  a  compromise  that  1  don’t  think 
anyone  felt  great  about.  Fortunately,  the  staff 
usually  operates  with  enough  trust  and  sense  of 
common  purpose  that  editing  can  be  delegated  to 
the  section  editors  (albeit,  with  constant  monitor¬ 
ing  and  input  from  the  rest  of  the  collective);  such 
an  arrangement  is  certainly  easier  on  writers  than 
is  the  horror  show  of  remote-control  editing-by- 
committee  that  Art  Cohen  ended  up  being  sub¬ 
jected  to  in  this  instance.  Unfortunately, 
sometimes  political  differences  come  to  a  head 
and  are  compounded  by  personality  conflicts 
among  the  staff,  making  such  a  smooth  process 
impossible.  And  of  course,  there  ain’t  no  Big  Bad 
Boss  Man  to  step  in  and  smooth  things  over,  so 
we  have  to  try  to  compromise  and  move  on  —  a 
process  Bronski’s  “Speaking  Out”  did  nothing  to 
help. 

Well,  that’s  the  story  of,  that’s  the  gory  glory 
of,  collectivity.  I  can  only  urge  GCN  workers  and 
volunteers  to  keep  up  the  Good  Fight  and  to 
remember  that  Collectivity  is  the  worst  possible 
system  —  except  for  all  the  others. 


Love  and  kisses, 
Pam  Mitchell 


Cambridge,  MA  ^ 
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GCA'  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  he 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
t>  ped  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCA,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


GayCommunityNews 


Cover  design  by  Ina  Cohen 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collec¬ 
tive  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events 
and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid 
staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of 
volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors  elected  by 
the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials”  represent  the 
views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters 
and  columns  represent  the  views  and  opinions 
of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers 
to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  informa¬ 
tion,  and  to  volunteer  and  become  members. 

GCN  collective  (in  alphabetical  order  by 
primary  title/function): 

‘indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective 
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Emberley,  Regina  Gillis,  Tom  Huth, 
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Proofreaders:  Evelyn  Ashford,  Linda 
Burnett,  Nick  Cohen,  Jan  Fielding, 
Andrew  Held,  Michael  Grossman,  Rob 
Krikorian,  Abe  Rybeck,  Read  Weaver 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS:  Art  Cohen 
(president),  Steve  Dyer,  Amy  Groves, 
Raymond  Hopkins,  Tom  Huth,  Sue 
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Speaking  Out - 

Pride  1986:  Forward  Together 

By  Catherine  Lohr 


We  come  out  alone,  in  couples,  in  groups,  clubs  and  organizations;  in  drag,  dresses  and 
finery;  in  wheelchairs,  on  foot,  on  floats,  in  masks,  in  make-up,  in  smiles;  we  chant,  shout, 
sing  and  cheer.  Those  who  can  march  the  “Pride  Route”  through  downtown  Boston;  others 
provide  support  from  the  sidelines. 

For  the  sixteenth  time,  Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  community  will  honor  the  spirit  of 
rebellion  and  activism  that  was  to  foreshadow  the  present-day  Lesbian  and  Gay  liberation 
movement.  We  retell  the  story  of  the  Stonewall  Riot  to  ourselves  and  to  the  newest 
generation  of  Lesbians  and  Gays.  We  give  awards,  speeches  and  praise  to  the  people  who 
work  for  our  health  centers,  newspapers  and  our  political  and  social  groups.  We  support  our 
politicians,  both  those  openly  Lesbian  or  Gay  and  those  who  work  more  quietly.  We  listen 
for  the  names  of  people  from  our  community  in  the  everyday  world  of  work,  arts  and 
entertainment.  We  grieve  collectively  when  we  lose  one  of  our  ranks  to  disease,  homophobia 
or  fear.  We  attend  vigils,  both  silent  and  uproarious,  to  combat  an  injustice  that  demands 
“righting.”  All  over  the  country  —  and  perhaps  all  over  the  world  —  members  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community  take  a  day  around  this  time  of  year  to  reclaim  ourselves  and 
our  civil  rights  in  all  manner  of  pride. 

For  Boston,  Pride  Day  happens  the  second  weekend  in  June,  this  year  on  June  14.  As  is 
typical,  we  will  gather  in  Copley  Square  for  a  pre-march  assembly.  Contingents  (groups  with 
a  common  commitment,  who  wish  to  march  together)  will  find  their  members  among  the 
colorful  banner-carrying  and  T-shirt -clad  people.  Everywhere  signs  proclaim  our  politics, 
our  affiliations  and  our  self-love.  For  many,  this  is  the  one  day  of  the  year  we  can  be  “out” 
in  the  streets. 

1  believe  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  will  always  have  some  measure  of  controversy, 
due  to  the  simple  but  profound  difficulty  in  having  a  dozen  (or  less)  people  plan  an  event  for 
over  30,000  people!  This  year’s  Pride  Committee  has  made  many  changes  which  reflect  both 
our  personal  commitment  and  the  input  we  received  after  last  year’s  event.  Most  of  the 
people  involved  with  Pride  this  year  are  new.  The  “governing”  board  of  five  members, 
along  with  the  general  membership,  are  committed  to  keeping  the  event  “grassroot,”  and 
keeping  the  cost  minimal.  The  result  is  a  Pride  Day  with  greater  access  by  the  community  to 
stage  time  via  an  open  call  for  speakers,  only  recently  selected,  from  the  batch  that  wanted  to 
speak;  and  local  entertainment  is  yet  to  be  selected.  Our  keynote  speakers  are  important 
Massachusetts  people  whose  politics  and  commitments  are  local.  The  three  national  figures 
are  volunteering  their  time  to  make  Pride  one  of  the  best  ever. 

We  have  worked  hard  to  keep  from  spending  money  (we  didn’t  have  any  to  spend!), 

Community  Voices - 


remembering  carl 
wittman,  dancer 
and  gay  activist 

[GCN  received  this  note  from  Muhammad 
Kenyalta,  Community  Empowerment  Division, 

American  Friends  Service  Committee] 

Would  GCN  be  interested  in  reprinting  this  letter 
of  mine  [from  the  Guardian /?  If  so,  I  would  be 
pleased.  I  suspect  that  some  folks  in  the  Boston- 
area  gay  community  knew  Carl. 

Carl  was  baptised  into  the  struggle  for  progressive 
change  as  a  student  volunteer  in  the  early  1960s 
Black  freedom  movement  in  my  hometown, 
Chester,  Pa.  This  soft-spoken,  courageous  and 
courteous  white  boy  found  a  place  in  the  hearts 
and  homes  of  ordinary,  working-class  Black 
families  like  my  own. 

In  the  fetid  Franklin  housing  project,  four 
blocks  from  the  industrial  waterfront  of  the 
Delaware  River,  and  in  the  song-raftered  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  Temple  Baptist  Church  where  our  people 
gathered  in  massive  civil  rights  rallies,  Carl  was 
one  of  us  because  he  was  one  with  us. 

Carl’s  life  epitomized  the  linkage  between  the 
civil  rights  movement  and  its  contemporary  pro¬ 
geny:  the  antiwar  movement  that  helped  end  im¬ 
perialism’s  rape  of  Vietnam;  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  that  makes  the  world  safer  for  my  mother, 
wife,  daughter  and  all  2  billion  of  my  sisters;  the 
struggle  for  freedom  of  exercise  of  love 
preferences  that  may  someday  free  us  all  from 
patriarchy.  Carl’s  coming  out  marked  my  first 
moments  of  taking  gay  rights  seriously. 

Now  Ollie  Fein  and  Kathy  Boudin  write  in  the 
Guardian  (Letters,  March  26)  that  Carl  has  fallen 
under  the  scourge  of  AIDS.  God  damn  it. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  it  has  been  20  years 
since  I  last  saw  Carl.  Harder  to  believe  that  we 
shall  never  see  him  again.  In  the  struggle,  in  the 
dance,  in  the  light  that  will  not  be  extinguished, 
we  will  move  to  the  music  that  moved  our  good 
friend  Carl  Wittman. 

hypocritical  hets  on 
foster  parenting 

Dear  GCN: 

With  all  the  fighting  the  bigots  are  doing  to 
stop  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  adopting  or 
foster  parenting,  and  their  complaints  about  the 
possibility  of  the  child  being  molested,  it  doesn’t 
even  strike  them  (the  bigots)  that  the  news  media 
is  full  of  child  abuse,  rape  and  incest  by  the 
heterosexuals  themselves;  meanwhile  lesbians 
and  gay  men  have  to  struggle  just  to  keep  from 
being  kicked  out  of  a  house  or  job  for  nothing  but 
being  gay. 

If  gays  were  creating  problems  with  children 
you  can  bet  it  would  be  in  the  news,  or  have  the 
media  suddenly  decided  to  “protect”  us?  Who  is 
it  that  makes  gay  experiences  traumatic  for  young 
people?  Obviously  the  heterosexual  adults.  If  it 
weren’t  for  them,  the  youth  wouldn’t  even  feel 
anything  “wrong”  had  happened. 

Sincerely, 

Mark  Allan  Corbin 
Santa  Fe,  NM 


save  the  gen!!! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  an  undercover-gay-bi  convict  who  receives 
the  GCN  free  as  I  have  no  monies  to  pay.  I  am  in 
blue  moods  at  times  but  I  pick  right  up  when  I 
read  all  the  news  from  the  point  of  view  of  truth 
instead  of  from  the  point  of  view  of  myth  or 
outright  lies  that  the  straight  papers  give.  It  helps 
hold  us  in  the  gay  community  together.  The  ar¬ 
ticles  are  decent  and  there  are  a  lot  of  other 
benefits  (contacts  etc.)  that  could  not  be  had  at 
any  price  without  this  paper.  (How  many  of  your 
local  gay  and  lesbian  papers  give  any  support  at 
all  to  keeping  prisoners  part  of  the  community?) 

Also  GCN  is  very  entertaining  and  educational 
for  the  straight  readers.  I  give  my  paper  to  about 
10  friends  who  are  not  gay  in  any  form  and  I 
watch  as  their  judgment  about  gays  gets 
enlightened  with  more  facts  each  issue  they  read. 

So  a  helping  hand  to  GCN  during  this  fund¬ 
raiser  is  a  helping  hand  to  all  of  us,  in  the  closet  or 
out.  We  need  to  know  we’ll  be  treated  like  people 
when  we’re  free.  So  give  us  a  chance  and  give. 

A  respectful  closet  case  prisoner, 

(author  of  ‘Fuck  dolls  fight  back,’ 

Community  Voices,  Vol.  13,  No.  28) 

misinterpretation 

Dear  GCN: 

It  disturbs  me  that  Michael  Bronski  wrote  the 
beginning  of  his  Speaking  Out,  “It  Has  Hap¬ 
pened  Here,”  as  if  from  firsthand  experience, 
citing  the  details  of  a  meeting  he  did  not  attend. 
As  he  must  have  heard  about  the  staff’s  discus¬ 
sion  of  Art  Cohen’s  piece  second-  or  third-hand, 
it  does  not  surprise  me  that  he  described  some 
events  which  did  not  occur,  and  he  misinter¬ 
preted  events  which  did. 

This  has  led  to  further  misunderstanding,  as 
expressed  in  recent  letters  to  GCN,  by  people 
who,  understandably,  were  not  aware  that 
Michael  was  giving  his  second-  or  third-hand  in¬ 
terpretation  of  a  long  and  complicated  discus¬ 
sion.  Some  readers  now  mistakenly  believe  that 
the  staff  completely  restructured  Art’s  piece,  that 
we  wish  to  exclude  all  information  about  conser¬ 
vative  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and  that  we  make 
weekly  decisions  on  the  basis  of  someone’s  no¬ 
tion  of  “political  correctness,”  rather  than  from 
the  dictates  of  our  individual  intellects  and 
hearts. 

Our  difficult  discussion  of  the  issues  raised  by 
Art’s  piece  led  the  staff  to  decide  to  print  an 
editorial.  I  and  one  other  staff  member  wrote  the 
first  draft  of  “Queries  for  Queers,”  and  the  staff 
approved  the  editorial,  which  was  by  no  means 
disingenuous,  as  Michael  asserts. 

I  have  spoken  with  Art  and  a  number  of  other 
people  in  the  membership  about  this  issue.  I  urge 
GCN  writers/members  who  are  still  concerned  to 
talk  to  those  of  us  who  were  a  part  of  the  pro¬ 
cess,  and/or  to  put  Art’s  piece  and  the  staff’s 
discussion  of  it  on  the  agenda  of  a  monthly 
membership  meeting.  I  also  hope  readers  will 
continue  to  respond  to  the  questions  raised  in 
“Queries  for  Queers”  as  to  what  GCN  can  and 
should  be. 

Sincerely, 

Laurie  Sherman 
GCN  Staff  Member 
Boston,  MA 


and  perhaps  this  year’s  rally  will  be  less  flashy  than  some  past  events  have  been,  but  the  spirit 
of  Pride  is  alive  and  well.  Many  volunteers  have  come  forward  to  offer  their  time  and 
energy.  Through  community  efforts,  we  will  have  a  sound  system  and  a  stage  for  our 
speakers  and  entertainers. 

We  still  need  money  for  several  important  services  and  facilities:  an  interpreter  for  the 
hearing-impaired,  a  vehicle,  toilets  for  the  much-needed  comfort  after  the  march,  perhaps  a 
tent  to  relieve  us  from  constant  sun,  and  we  could  always  use  some  more  money.  You’re  not 
paying  to  be  gay  —  just  for  the  fun  you  will  have  on  this  day! 

The  march  will  happen  as  will  a  knock-your-socks-off  rally.  Many,  many  aspects  to  our 
day  of  Pride  are  unlisted  here,  and  will  provide  surprise  attractions  for  Pride-goers. 

Gay  Boston,  the  cable  TV  show,  will  be  filming  again,  a  live  hook-up  with  a  local  radio 
station  is  in  the  works;  Kate  Clinton,  Jan  Oxenberg  and  Vito  Russo  will  be  there.  Elaine 
Noble  and  John  Bush  will  be  there.  The  AIDS  Action  Committee,  New  Englad  Vets  and 
Lesbian/Gay  Neighbors  of  Jamaica  Plain  will  be  there.  Who  else  will  be  there?  Everybody 
who  can  will  be  there  —  on  June  14,  1986  at  Copley  Square  at  11  a.m.  or  anytime  after  1 
p.m.  on  the  Boston  Common.  We  came  within  90  seconds  of  having  the  march  touch  end- 
to-end  in  1985.  That  took  27,000  people.  A  few  thousand  more  would  make  for  a  very 
exciting  day  in  Boston:  the  day  the  entire  block  from  Charles  Street  to  Beacon  Street  to  Park 
Street,  including  the  good  ol’  folks  in  the  State  House  were  surrounded  by  queers! 

So  don’t  think  there  is  no  way  for  you  to  be  involved.  The  easiest  way  to  feel  involved  is 
to  be  involved.  See  you  there!  >_,_ 

Catherine  Lohr  is  co-coordinator  of  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  planning 
committee. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Correction 

Due  to  printing  errors,  two 
photos  by  Marilyn  Humphries 
were  not  credited  in  recent  issues: 
the  photo  of  Donna  Deitch  in  the 
centerspread  of  issue  39,  and  the 
demonstration  photo  on  page  6  of 
issue  40. 

Our  apologies  to  Marilyn  and  to 
all  our  readers. 


Brief  Break 

•  .  ■■  . 

GCN  will  be  on  vacation  the  week  of 
April  28-May  2,  1986  and  no  paper  will 
be  published.  Our  offices  will  be  closed 
all  week.  We  return  with  renewed  vigor 
and  vim  the  following  Monday,  May  5. 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

Plans  are  underway  for  a  variety  of 
activities  commemorating  a  Year  of 
Fostering  Equality.  A  forum  entitled 
Barriers  and  Bridges:  Homophobia  and 
Progressive  Movements  will  be  held  Fri¬ 
day,  May  9,  7  p.m.  at  the  UMass/ 
Boston  first  floor  lounge.  .  .  .  May  16  is 
Foster  Equality  Day.  Opponents  of  the 
DSS  foster  care  policy  will  wear  pink  tri¬ 
angles.  A  noontime  press  conference  is 
scheduled  for  the  State  House  steps,  and 
a  celebration/dance  will  be  held  at  the 
First  Unitarian  Church  on  Church  St.  in 
Harvard  Square  at  8  p.m. 

For  more  information  about  all  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  activi¬ 
ties,  call  their  hotline,  522-4368. 


j  Gay  Community  News  is 

now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 


you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


Name _ Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29. 00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.00  $i 
25  weeks /low  Income  $10  $  / 

/  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $  / _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $  L _ 


These  rates  are  tor  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street.  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


Page  6  •  Gay  Community  News^  May  3-10,  1986 


Token  Respect,  Blatant  AIDS-phobia 


Sex  Therapist  Dr.  Ruth  Feeds  Homophobia 


By  Carolyn  Stack 

I  stumbled  across  Dr.  Ruth’s 
Sunday  night  radio  show,  “Sex¬ 
ually  Speaking,”  about  a  year  ago 
and  since  then  have  tuned  in  to  a 
couple  of  her  programs.  Mostly  I 
have  felt  amused  and  impressed  by 
her  graphic,  witty,  sex-positive 
responses  to  the  questions  called  in 
by  listeners.  Despite  the  cultural 
sex  obsession,  most  of  us  find  it 
virtually  impossible  to  discuss  the 
nitty  gritty  of  what  we  do  in  bed 
and  what  we  enjoy  and  fantasize 
about.  But  here  on  WYNY  every 
week  a  traditional  sex  therapist,  in 
a  public  forum,  gives  us  permis¬ 
sion  and  offers  us  a  language  in 
which  to  express  our  sexual 
pleasures  and  difficulties. 

All  of  the  callers  on  the  shows 
that  I  listened  to  were  heterosexual 
and  the  kinds  of  questions  asked 
were  somewhat  repetitious  and 
predictable. ...men  worried  about 


holding  erections;  women  worried 
about  frequency  of  orgasm;  peo¬ 
ple  concerned  about  differing  sex¬ 
ual  likes  and  dislikes  than  their 
partners.  But  what  was  interesting 
was  simply  the  phenomenon  of 
people  talking  publicly  about  such 
things  as  blow  jobs  and  orgasms 
and  going  down  on  a  partner  and 
sexual  noises  and  different 
physical  positions  to  have  sex  in. 
This  was  fantastic.  Here  was 
another  of  the  rare  signs  of  hope 
that  parts  of  our  culture  were  mov¬ 
ing  away  from  the  secrecy  and 
taboo  surrounding  sex,  a  kind  of 
silence  that  discourages  sexual 
pleasure  and  intimacy  and  that 
fosters  sexual  violence  and  incest. 

On  a  “60  Minutes”  interview  a 
number  of  months  ago  I  learned 
more  about  Dr.  Ruth  Westheimer. 
She  was  raised  in  an  Orthodox 
Jewish  family  during  pre-war  Ger- 
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Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


Dr.  Ruth  Westheimer 

many.  As  a  child  she  lost  both 
parents  in  the  Holocaust.  At  age 
16  she  went  to  Israel  to  work  on  a 
kibbutz  and  from  there  to  Paris 
and  later  to  New  York  where  she 
obtained  a  doctorate  from  Colum¬ 
bia.  Later  she  trained  in  sex 
therapy  with  Dr.  Singer-Kaplan 
and  at  present  she  works  as  a 
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BACK  BAY  BGDKSM1TH 
Boston’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


Commemorate 

A  YEAR  OF 
FOSTERING  EQUALITY 
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FOSTER  EQUALITY  DAY:  Friday  May  16 

All  people  opposed  to  the  DSS  foster  care  policy  will  wear  pink 
triangles  during  the  day  to  support  all  those  harmed  by  the  policy .| 
Instituted  last  May,  the  policy  discriminates  against 
families  and  against  children  awaiting  placement. 

a  -  y  / 

PRESS  CONFERENCE/ RALLY :  Friday  May  16.  noon, 
downtown  Boston,  Statehouse  steps 


CELEBRATION:  Friday  May  16,  8  pmfl  am, 

First  Unitarian  Church, 

3  Church  St.  in  Harvard  Sq.,  Cambridge. 

Brief  discussion  of  experiences  wearing  the  triangles, 
followed  by  community  performers  and  a  dance 


For  morejnfo  or  to  order  pjnk  triangles  tcMfistribute.  contact  The  Gay  &  Lesbian 
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psychotherapist,  sex  therapist  and 
public  educator.  Aside  from  her 
weekly  radio  show  she  accepts 
many  speaking  engagements 
across  the  country.  In  her  ap¬ 
pearance  on  “60  Minutes”  the 
thing  I  found  most  striking  about 
Dr.  Ruth  was  her  extraordinary 
vitality  (despite  the  tragedy  of  her 
youth)  expressed  in  her  vivacious 
presentation,  her  love  of  her  work 
and  the  conviction  of  her  message 
that  all  people  deserve  and  should 
seek  sexual  joy.  I  added  Dr.  Ruth 
to  my  list  of  heroic  women 

Dr.  Ruth  was  in  Boston  recently 
at  the  invitation  of  Tufts  Universi¬ 
ty  and  I  grabbed  at  the  chance  to 
hear  her  speak.  A  tiny  woman 
(she’s  4’7”)  in  a  bright  pink  suit 
bobbed  onto  stage  looking  im¬ 
mensely  pleased  with  herself  to  a 
round  of  applause  befitting  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Cyndi  Lauper.  I  sat 
back  and  prepared  to  be  entertain¬ 
ed. 

Dr.  Ruth  opened  her  hour  long 
talk  (before  opening  the  floor  to 
questions)  with  a  discussion-  of  her 
felt  need  to  teach  “sexual 
literacy.”  She  gave  examples  of 
the  destructive  effects  of  sexually 
ignorant  (as  distinguishable  from 
sexually  abusive)  parents.  We  all 
know  stories  of  girls  who  have 
menstruated  without  being 
prepared  for  it,  and  the  vast 
mythology  surrounding  the  effects 
of  masturbation  (hair  on  palms  of 
hands,  insanity,  loss  of  fertility) 
and  the  disastrous  effects  of  lack 
of  information  about  birth  control 
and  contraception.  Dr.  Ruth’s 
genius  came  through  her  ability  to 
be  exceedingly  positive  about  sex¬ 
ual  experimentation  in  pursuit  of 
pleasure  and,  simultanously,  very 
grounded  in  her  approach  to  sex¬ 
ual  safety.  She  was  persistent  in 
talking  about  the  necessity  of  con¬ 
traception  and  about  every 
woman’s  right  to  safe  abortion. 


But  about  twenty  minutes  into 
Dr.  Ruth’s  talk  it  struck  me  that  I 
was  in  a  disappointingly  familiar 
situation.  As  I  turned  to  my  lover 
with  the  question,  “Where  are  the 
examples  of  the  dykes  and  the  fag¬ 
gots?”  Dr.  Ruth  said,  “And  of 
course,  whenever  a  homosexual 
couple  walks  into  my  office,  I  treat 
them  with  the  utmost  respect.” 
With  that  remark  she  rendered  one 
tenth  of  the  population  into  the 
realm  of  the  other.  “I  want  to 
assure  you,”  she  continued,  “that 
a  homosexual  dream  or  fantasy  or 
even  a  homosexual  experience, 
does  not  mean  that  you  are  gay.” 
Some  of  us,  I  thought,  may  not 
feel  reassured  by  that  statement. 
I’m  a  relatively  well-adjusted, 
35-year -old  lesbian  and  I  still  felt 
the  tug  of  being  made  invisible.  I 
tried  to  imagine  what  it  must  be 
like  for  the  18-year-olds  in  the  au¬ 
dience  who  were  newly  out  or 
struggling  with  an  emerging  gay 
identity.  Here  was  one  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  foremost  sex  educators  who 
has  become  a  campus  cult  figure 
because  of  her  advocacy  of  sexual 
experimentation,  delivering  the 
message,  via  the  assumption  that 
everyone  in  the  audience  was 
straight,  that  gay  in  not  the  norm 
and  that  gay  is  an  esoteric  minori¬ 
ty- 

The  biggest  blows  of  all  came 
during  the  period  of  questions 
from  the  floor  that  followed  Dr. 
Ruth’s  speech.  In  response  to  the 
AIDS  crisis  she  told  us  she  didn’t 
believe  in  even  discussing  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  safe  sex.  Gay  men,  she  said, 
should  respond  to  the  epidemic  by 
taking  the  names  and  addresses  of 
prospective  sexual  partners,  rank¬ 
ing  them  in  order  of  desirability 
and  calling  them  after  a  cure  for 

AIDS  has  been  found.  In  short  she 

Continued  on  page  10 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Defense  Committee,  P.O.  Box  225,  Somer 


MA  02144  (617)  522-4368 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


It’s  Not  Easy  To  Be  A  Parent 

when  you’re  considering  coming  out  to  your 
children . . .  when  your  lover  is  jealous  of  your  kids 
. .  .  when  your  ‘ex’  can’t  cope  with  your  lifestyle . . . 
when  you  don’t  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 
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Asian  Video  Premieres  in  Boston 


By  Siong-huat  Chua 

The  absence  of  any  image  ex¬ 
cept  that  of  pink-gummed  young 
white  gays  is  a  common  complaint 
of  many  gay  people  about 
mainstream  portrayals  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  Despite  widespread 
and  active  participation  by  many 
people  of  color  in  organizations 
and  community  life,  the  tacit, 
assumption  remains  that  the  gay 
community  is  the  province  and 
creation  of  gay  white  Americans; 
people  of  color  and  others  who  do 
not  fit  the  mythical  norm  are 
relegated  to  the  periphery,  a  status 
referred  to  euphemistically  as 
minority. 

Even  in  the  dialogue  around 
“Racism  in  the  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,”  a  central  theme 
often  unacknowledged  is  that  the 
formulations  and  terms  of  debate 
are,  by  default,  addressed  from 
the  point  of  view  of  white  people. 
Because  what  is  addressed  usually 
are  the  misconceptions  by  Cauca¬ 
sians  about  people  of  color,  the 
focus  of  attention  becomes  the 
mis-labels,  the  stereotypes,  the  in¬ 
correct  attitudes  of  whites.  In 
these  discussions  people  of  color 
spend  a  lot  of  time  explaining 
themselves  and  their  realities  in 
relation  to  the  negative 
stereotypes.  Their  energies  in¬ 
evitably  become  directed  to  cor¬ 
recting  white  insensitivies,  to  mak¬ 
ing  white  gay  men  and  dykes  bet¬ 
ter  human  beings  with  the  result 
that  their  own  varied  and  diverse 


perceptions,  ideas  and  creativities 
remain,  as  always,  unheard  and 
unexplored. 

Richard  Fung’s  Orientations,  a 
60-minute  video  featuring  inter¬ 
views  with  Asian  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  in  Toronto,  is  a  first  in 
many  respects.  Orientations’  im¬ 
ages  of  gay  men  and  women  of 
Asian  descent  are  of  course  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  body  of 
visual  works  about  gay  people. 
More  importantly  though  we  have 
here  for  the  first  time  a  view  of 
gay  lives  and  experiences  as  seen 
entirely  from  the  perspective  of 
gay  Asian  peoples  themselves. 

The  dozen  or  so  men  and 
women  who  appear  in  Orienta¬ 
tions  talk  frankly  and  often 
humorously  about  many  aspects 
of  their  lives  in  Toronto  —  work, 
cruising,  community,  sexual  in¬ 
terests,  relationships.  Like  all  gay 
people  there  are  coming-out 
stories,  early  sexual  yearning,  but 
in  these  cases  the  schisms  that 
develop  include  cultural  dif¬ 
ferences,  not  just  sexual  ones. 
Although  racism  and  race  rela¬ 
tions  are  discussed,  the  people  in 
Orientations  do  not  define  i 
themselves  solely  with  regard  to 
the  stereotypes  and  perceptions  of ! 
white  gay  people.  They  speak  | 
often  about  how  being  gay  and  i 
Asian  has  shaped  their  lives,  but  | 
as  a  first  generation  of  consciously 
self-defined  gay  Asians,  they  are 
actively  shaping  and  defining  their 
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Wholesale  to  Homeowners 

BUY  DIRECT 


Screened  Loam,  Mulch,  Colored  Stone, 
Washed  Sand  and  Stone,  Gravel 

Saturday  Deliveries 
(Pickup  available  at  Yard] 

50  Ceylon  Street,  off  Columbia  Road 
Dorchester 

445-6923 


Daily  9  a.m.  —  5  p.m./Saturday  7  a.m.  —  4  p.m. 


GLCS  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 

Group  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services  (GLCS): 

GENERAL  ISSUES  GROUP  FOR  WOMEN 
This  daytime  therapy  group  will  be  an  opportunity  for  les¬ 
bians  to  meet  together  and  discuss  our  lives;  learning  new 
ways  to  grow  and  handle  different  situations. 

FRIENDSHIP  AND  INTIMACY  GROUP  FOR  WOMEN 

This  will  be  a  time-limited  therapy  group  in  which  members 
will  deal  with  issues  related  to  friendship  and  intimacy  in  our 

community. 

For  more  information  on  either  group,  please  call  Chris  Thurston,  M.A.  at 

GLCS  542-5188 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  the  community  since  1971. 
•  Weekdays  10AM-9PM  •  No  one  denied  services  for 

inability  to  pay 

GLCS  is  a  non-profit  corporation 
All  insurance  claims  filed  under  CSI 


•  Confidential  Services 

•  Convenient  Downtown  Location 

•  Sliding  Fee  Scale/lnsurance 
Accepted 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Anxiety 


l7T\  bchayior 
VJLI  associates 

Specializing  in  short-term, 
problem-focused  therapy. 


Boston  Lhmren  <  am  bridge 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Llm  St.  51  Brattle  St. 

262-9166  774-0142 

nr.  Ailinglon  T 


or  individuals  with  anxieties  over  AIDS-related  life-style 
hanges,  other  fears,  or  problems  with  shyness  or  coming 
ut  we  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy  and  en- 
ou'rage  them  to  evaluate  their  own  progress  toward  very 
pecific  goals.  Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists, 
ocial  workers,  and  psychiatrists.  For  information  call 
62-9116. 


Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


identities.  Many  are  involved  in 
gay/lesbian  and  feminist 
organizations,  especially  Gay 
Asians  Toronto.  Those  in  the  arts 
strive  to  create  images  which 
reflect  their  ethnic  roots  while 
asserting  their  sexuality.  As  with 
all  gay  people  who  find  themselves 
with  few  role  models,  the  effort  to 
create  an  identity  takes  a  different 
direction  for  each  person  —  none 
of  which  are  marked  by  the 
passivity  or  resignation  which  has 
been  the  Asian  stereotype. 

Although  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  balance  the  number  of 
men  and  women,  as  well  as  to 
draw  from  many  different  Asian 
backgrounds  —  Chinese, 
Japanese,  Filipina,  Indian, 
Canadian-born  and  foreign-born, 
first-generation  and  mixed  paren¬ 
tage  —  the  participants  are  over¬ 
whelmingly  under  30  and  mid¬ 
dle  class.  Yet  even  given  the  nar¬ 
row  class  and  age  spectrum,  the 
variety  of  their  experiences  hints  at 
the  true  diversity  of  gay  peoples  of 
Asian  descent  living  in  North 
America. 


From  Orientations  by  Richard  Fung 

Fung  employs  a  lively  visual 
style  in  contrast  to  the  standard 
neutered  documentary  image  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  censored 
from  the  waist  down  by 
professional-sized  desks.  The  men 
and  women  in  Orientations  are 
shown  in  their  work  surroundings 
or  at  home  with  their  lovers  or 


simply  strolling  semi-cruisingly  on 
the  streets.  No  attempt  is  made  to 
shun  away  from  sexual  issues 
either.  Many  of  the  men  speak 
candidly  about  washroom  sex, 
S/M,  their  preferences  for  bars  or 
baths,  and  so  on. 

Interspersed  with  the  interviews 
Continued  on  page  12 
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DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


’VO  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
617-353  1500 


healthy  teeth.,.they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Qroipen,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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_ _  (617)  723-2021 

I1  You  Are  ONE 
Phone  Call  Away 
From  Meeting 
Someone  Special 

Connections 

The  East  Coast’s  Foremost 

Gav  Owned  Dating  Service 

For  Gav  Men  &  Lesbians 


Selective?  Intelligent?  Attractive? 
Become  a  part  of  our  network 
Call  NOW! 


(617)  723-2021 


127  Charles  St.,  Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  02114 
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Should  I  get  back  home 
and  survive  only  three  or  four  months,  they 
would  be  better  months  for  me,  than  living 
two  or  three  years  here  and  there  chasing 

“cures." 


By  Roy  F.  Wood 

My  doctor,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  is  somewhat 
absent-minded,  worked  very  hard  after  I  was  diagnos¬ 
ed  in  July,  1985  as  having  AIDS.  None  of  this  sitting 
around  waiting  to  die;  we  had  to  do  something,  find  a 
program,  examine  possibilities!  Frankly,  I  would 
have  preferred  to  have  remained  at  home,  where  I 
have  constructed  a  peaceful  life,  and  simply  tell  the 
virus  to  get  lost.  At  the  same  time,  I  was  finally  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  ought  to  try  a  remedy  or  two  if 
they  were  available— and  affordable. 

What  I  got  myself  into  was  an  experimental  drug 
program  at  the  National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Getting  involved  in  such  programs  strikes  me  much 
the  same  way  as  what  I  hear  about  the  Social  Security 
Administration:  come  prepared  to  wait  awhile— a 
long  while.  Obviously  anyone  applying  could  well  be 
dead  before  any  decision  is  made. 

I  came  to  D.C.  August  20,  1985  (at  my  own  expense, 
the  only  part  of  the  business  I  had  to  pay  for).  The 
NIH  people  drew  a  vial  or  two  of  blood  and  con¬ 
ducted  a  brief  interview.  Two  to  six  weeks,  and  I'd 
hear  something,  I  was  told.  It  was  actually  late 
November  before  anything  more  was  said.  Then  it  was 
back  to  Washington,  for  drawing  lots  more  blood  and 
an  extensive,  detailed  examination  and  interview 
with  a  doctor  who  would  be  working  on  the  program. 
This  trip  was  made  the  first  week  in  December,  and  a 
couple  of  days  later,  I  was  accepted  into  the  program. 
December  16  found  me  at  NIH  to  begin  an  eight- week 
program  with  the  drug,  HPA-23. 

Anyone  undergoing  treatment  with  an  experimen¬ 
tal  drug,  has,  1  suppose,  a  right  to  feel  nervous.  Yet  1 
can’t  say  that  1  did.  The  first  day  on  the  program  was 
spent— like  so  many  at  NIH— in  giving  blood.  I'm  sur¬ 
prised  anyone  has  any  blood  left  by  the  time  they  get 
off  the  program.  I'm  not  talking  about  two  or  three 
small  tubes— no,  when  one  is  sent  to  "Phlebotomy," 
(a  word  I  was  always  uncomfortable  with),  one 
generally  had  to  surrender  six  to  eight  small  tubes  of 
blood,  plus  three  or  four  very  large  ones.  I  always  felt 
the  latter  must  be  to  feed  some  vampire  or  a  display  of 
pet  leeches,  but  if  this  were  so,  I  never  discovered  it 
for  a  fact.  After  the  bloodletting,  it  was  on  to  X-rays 
and  EKGs.  By  the  time  one  was  finished  with  all  that 
and  ready  to  receive  the  first  dose  of  the  medicine  (or 
drug— don't  know  as  I'd  classify  it  as  a  medicine, 
which  I  feel  should  be  beneficial),  it  had  all  lost 
something  in  terms  of  both  fear  and  magic.  I  simply 
wanted  to  get  back  to  my  hotel  and  take  a  break! 

The  drug  is  a  clear, watery-looking  concoction.lt  was 
given  five  days  a  week,  for  eight  weeks,  intravenous¬ 
ly.  My  first  dose  wasanticlimactic. Nothing  happened, 
and  I  finally  was  free  to  leave  for  the  day.  All  of  us  on 
the  program  were  "out-patients"  and,  if  not  from  the 
D.C.  area,  stayed  in  hotels  around  the  Medical 
Center.  NIH  paid  a  stipend  for  the  cost  of  the  hotel 
and  living  while  on  the  program. 

I  did  not  last  the  entire  program.  (I  started  my 
seventh  week  and  was  taken  off  on  a  Wednesday,  ac¬ 
tually  receiving  32  days  of  the  drug  as  opposed  to  the 
complete  40.)  But  I  was  in  it  long  enough  to  hear  a  lot 
and  watch  other  people's  reactions. 

As  the  time  went  along,  I  sort  of  got  the  impression 
many  of  the  guys  on  the  program  (or  "protocol"  as  it 
is  called  at  NIH)  really  had  high  hopes  of  receiving 
some  benefit. 

I  did  not.  Things  like  "miracle"  cures  don't  happen 
to  me,  probably  because  I  don't  believe  in  miracles. 
Besides,  as  we  were  told  before  signing  the  authoriza¬ 
tions,  the  purpose  of  the  program  we  were  on,  was  not 
to  find  a  cure  in  the  first  place— it  was  to  measure 
side-effects  and  test  various  degrees  of  dosages.  The 
only  encouragement  we  were  offered  was  that,  in  test 
tubes,  the  drug  had  either  inhibited  or  halted  the 
growth  of  the  AIDS  virus  (the  assumption  being  that  it 
might  do  the  same  for  us,  if  the  drug  didn't  kill  us 
first).  We  were,  as  far  as  the  NIH  was  concerned,  the 
first  people  to  be  given  the  drug.  HPA-23  was,’  ap¬ 
parently,  used  on  some  people  in  France,  but  men¬ 
tioning  the  French  experiments  was  like  waving  that 
proverbial  red  flag,  so  I  have  no  idea  if  anything  was 
learned  in  France.  The  major  criticism  given  of  the 
French  was  that  they  did  not  keep  (accurate?)  records, 


and  were  haphazard  in  the  doses  they  dispensed. 

On  that  Monday  I  began  the  program,  I  became 
number  12.  Since  then  the  total  number  of  people  in¬ 
volved  has  gone  up  to  16,  and  will  go  higher;  my 
memory  seems  to  recall  64,  but  that  is  conjecture. 
However,  even  if  the  drug  does  some  good  for  some 
people,  we  aren't  talking  about  doing  much  for  very 
many  patients! 


Four  people  had  started  the  drug  two  weeks  before 
myself;  four  the  week  before  (and  the  last  four  about 
a  week  and  a  half  before  I  was  removed  from  the 
drug.)  Of  these  16,  five  have  already  been  taken  off 
the  protocol.  (One  died,  but  of  complications  not,  I 
believe,  directly  related  to  the  drug.)  So  when  I 
started  my  first  day,  some  guys  had  already  been  on 
the  stuff  two  w^eks.  And  complications  were 
developing. 

I  ve  never  been  sure  just  how  much  we  were  actual¬ 
ly  told  about  the  side-effects,  other  than  what  we 
might  have  told  each  other,  reports  which,  I'm  afraid, 
may  have  been  exaggerated.  Also,  there  seemed  to  me 
to  be  an  overabundance  of  married  people  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  five,  I  believe,  out  of  the  16.  I  could  never  be 
sure  if  these  people  had  contracted  AIDS  from  sexual 
contact  or  from  other  sources  (blood,  drugs,  etc.)  The 
group  was  odd,  I  felt,  in  another  way.  Other  than 
myself,  no  one  ever  mentioned  being  gay  (with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  one  guy  who  would  bring  his  lover  out  to 
the  clinic  from  time  to  time).  My  impression  was  that 
most  people  were  ashamed  of  why  they  were  there 
and  of  their  gayness.  Thank  goodness  I've  never  had 
that  difficulty  and  never  will.  Obviously,  no  one  with 
AIDS  has  the  right  to  infect  anyone  else,  but  there  is 
no  danger  in  looking.  My  greatest  handicap  on  the 
whole  program  came  when  my  blood  counts  went 
down  so  low  I  had  blood  in  my  semen  when  jerking 
off.  I’ve  had  to  stop  masturbating  until  the  blood 
counts  come  back  up.  That  is  tragedy! 

But  back  to  my  first  day. 

Most  of  the  complications  I  heard  about  were 
severe  headaches  and  terrible  stomach  pains.  Many 

i  l.US  ^eve^°Pe<^  sk*n  problems,  myself  included, 
although  a  large  portion  of  mine  stemmed  I  think 
from  going  off  other  medication  I  was  on.  (No  other 
medicine  is  allowed  while  on  HPA-23,  except  Tyle¬ 
nol.)  I  still  have  some  large  acne-like  sores  on  my 
chest  and  back.  7 


But  nothing  happened  that  first  day.  I  didn't  faint, 
go  into  convulsions  or  anything  so  dramatic.  Nor  was 
the  rest  of  the  first  week  out  of  the  ordinary.  Various 
people  wanted  me  to  keep  a  journal  during  the  pro¬ 
gram.  I  did  not.  There  simply  was  not  enough 
material  to  write  about.  Even  with  complications, 
most  of  the  32  days  I  received  the  drug  were  routine- 
go  to  the  clinic,  get  the  HPA-23,  leave.  Hardly  the 
stuff  of  dramatics. 


What  did  happen  to  me  began  in  the  second  veek. 
On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  I  experienced  a 
amount  of  anal  bleeding  (no,  I  had  not  been  pliving 
with  dildos!)  Finally  they  asked  if  I  would  undergo 
something  called  a  "bone  marrow  aspiration."  Frank¬ 
ly,  I  didn't  aspire  to  it  at  all.  I  should  mentionbere 
that  all  sorts  of  extra  procedures  such  as  the  bone 
marrow  business  can  be  refused.  It  isn't  like  being 
under  a  doctor's  care  at  home  and  (more  or  less  hav¬ 
ing  to  do  what  she  suggests.  Under  this  protocol. one 
is  free  to  say  yes  or  no;  one  might  also  leave  thepro- 
gram  at  any  point,  with  no  repercussions  (well,  that  is 
what  they  said).  They  explained  the  aspiration  itch- 


nique  carefully  and  I  agreed.  It  didn't  sound  like 
much  fun— and  wasn't.  My  attitude  was  that  I  was 
here  to  be  helpful.  What  they  did  was  take  a  large 
needle,  deadened  a  spot  above  my  hip,  and  inserted 
the  needle  and  withdrew  a  tiny  bit  of  marrow.  They 
wanted  the  marrow  to  see  why  my  blood  platelet 
count  dropped. 

Blood  platelets!  Those  little  rascals  were  my  bane 
throughout  the  whole  program.  I'm  not  sure  what 
their  full  purpose  is,  but  they  play  a  major  role  in  the 
clotting  factor.  I  believe  one  is  supposed  to  have 
around  150,000  of  them.  At  the  beginning  of  my  se¬ 
cond  week,  mine  had  dropped  down  to  46.  (Every¬ 
thing  is  rounded  off:  46  equals  46,000.)  At  40  one  is 
removed  from  the  program.  The  bone  marrow  busi¬ 
ness  was  to  see  whether  or  not  my  marrow  was  still 
producing  platelets.  If  it  was,  then  they  could  logical¬ 
ly  assume  the  drug  was  the  problem.  Happily,  (I  sup¬ 
pose)  it  did  turn  out  to  be  the  drug.  The  next  couple  of 
weeks  were  spent,  by  me  at  any  rate,  in  hoping  the 
platelets  would  remain  high  enough  that  I  might  re¬ 
main  on  the  program.  They  went  up  and  down,  then 
levelled  off  for  a  time  around  60.  Not  very  high,  but 
sufficient.  Then,  the  reading  on  my  32nd  day  of  the 
drug  was  24.  When  it  remained  at  24  the  following 
day,  off  the  program  I  came! 

Frankly,  at  first  I  was  extremely  pleased.  The  past 
few  days  before  coming  off  the  program  I  spent  .simp¬ 
ly  counting  the  time  until  I  could  leave  for  home.  I  an¬ 
ticipated  that  being  removed  from  the  protocol  would 
soon  have  me  winging  my  way  back  to  the  sunny 
South,  in  this  case,  Georgia.  Alas!  It  is  now  four  days 
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he  had  died  of  AIDS  complications  on  April  11,  1986,  in  Athens,  Georgia. 

Readers  will  remember  Wood's  short  story  collection,  Restless  Rednecks,  published  by 
Grey  Fox  in  1985,  which  focused  on  the  lives  of  gay  men  in  the  southeastern  U.S.  His  work 
had  also  appeared  in  various  gay  men's  magazines,  including  Drummer,  First  Hand,  and 
Stallion.  Knights  Press  intends  to  issue  two  novels  by  Wood,  The  Long  Exile  in  1986,  and  The 
Book  of  Seth  in  1987. 

Roy  F.  Wood  was  born  in  New  York  City  and  had  lived  in  Athens  for  the  last  14  years. 


since  I  was  on  the  drug  and  I'm  still  sitting  here  in  a 
DC  hotel  room.  Further,  on  Monday  they  plan  on  run¬ 
ning  a  "gallium  scan"  on  me  to  see  if  I’ve  recon¬ 
tracted  pneumo.  I  don’t  feel  I  have,  but  I  can't  be 
sure.  The  only  thing  I  am  sure  of,  is  that  if  I  have,  I'll 
probably  be  admitted  to  the  hospital  and  be  stuck  up 
here  quite  a  bit  longer!  Not  my  idea  of  fun. 

Otherwise,  my  experience  with  the  protocol  for 
HPA-23  was  uneventful.  The  only  other  thing  which 
happened  was  that  I  had  to  have  a  blood  transfusion- 
on  the  Friday  before  the  Tuesday  my  platelets  went 
down.  Every  medical  person  I  spoke  to  assured  me  the 
two  could  not  possibly  be  connected.  I'll  still  stand  by 
old  cause  and  effect.  I  got  the  transfusion— the  plate¬ 
lets  went  down.  Don't  tell  me  there  was  no  connec¬ 
tion.  .  .  . 

Besides,  I  had  asked  that  they  give  me  "wise  blood" 
if  give  me  blood  they  must.  I  certainly  didn't  need 
"tired  blood,"  or  "fat  blood."  "Blue  blood"  might 
have  been  interesting  if  it  were  to  lead  to  a  fine  in¬ 
heritance,  but  that  was  always  a  doubtful  possibility. 
Such  a  shame! 

On  a  more  serious  note,  the  only  other  problem  I 
encountered  was  bleeding  a  great  deal  from  my  nose 
and  coughing  up  blood.  This  took  place  mostly  from 
the  fourth  to  the  seventh  week.  Both  symptoms  seem 
to  be  clearing  up  since  I  was  taken  off  the  HPA-23. 

Having  now  presented  you  with  some  of  the  things 
which  happened  to  me  while  on  this  experimental 
program,  the  question  logically  arises:  would  I  do  it 
again?  If  you  come  down  with  AIDS,  ought  you  con¬ 
sider  getting  into  some  sort  of  program  with  a 
(relatively)  untried  drug? 

In  my  case,  having  made  an  effort  to  do  something 
positive  about  my  illness,  I  will  not  again  venture  into 
an  unknown  program  unless  the  odds  seem  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  they  did  this  time.  I  came  to  D.C.  expecting 
nothing,  so  I'm  not  unduly  disappointed.  However,  I 
am  a  homebody,  I  have  my  own  house  and  two  cats 
(no,  I  won't  get  rid  of  my  animals  in  spite  of  the  fact 
we  are  advised  to  do  so).  Should  I  get  back  home  and 
survive  only  three  or  four  months,  they  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  months  for  me,  than  living  two  or  three  years  here 
and  there  chasing  "cures."  I  have  never  been  away 
from  home  this  long  before— two  months—  and  won't 
stay  that  long  again. 

My  own  methods  of  handling  this  illness— and 
defeating  it— is  simply  to  do  things  in  my  own  way.  I 
have  had  AIDS  a  year  now  (I  had  full-blown  symp¬ 
toms  six  months  before  I  ventured  to  a  doctor).  Trite 
as  it  sounds,  I  have  a  very  positive  feeling  about 
myself  and  my  ability  to  either  prolong  my  life  or  sus¬ 
tain  it.  I'm  hard-headed,  stubborn  and  refuse  to  give 
in  to  some  little  bug.  It  may  win,  but  it  is  going  to  have 
to  do  more  than  it  has  thus  far.  Before  trying  the 
HPA-23,  NIH  did  some  experiments  with  another 
"promising"  drug:  of  20  people  in  that  program,  only 
two  presently  survive.  No,  I've  done  enough  that  I 
can  say  I  tried  something— it  didn't  work,  so  now  I'll 
do  things  my  way. 

Should  you  sign  on  to  such  a  program? 

Naturally  only  you  can  make  that  decision.  Your 
circumstances  will  dictate  which  direction  you  might 
go  in.  If  NIH  had  not  provided  a  stipend,  I  could  not 


have  afforded  to  participate  in  the  protocol.  But  be 
cautious.  Know  what  you  are  getting  into.  Reputable 
medical  facilities  will  explain  what  they  are  doing  and 
what  they  hope  to  accomplish— and  your  role  in  their 
plans.  Miracles  sound  nice  (I  suppose)  but  I  beg  of 
you,  don't  let  the  uncertainties  and  shock  of  learning 
you  have  AIDS  send  you  scurrying  off  in  some  vain 
search  for  a  golden  cure  which  isn't  there.  The  only 
"gold"  will  be  in  the  pockets  of  con  artists  when  they 
have  milked  you  of  what  money  they  can.  While  I  do 
not  know  for  a  fact,  my  contention  would  be  that  any 
legitimate  research  facility  would  at  least  offer  the 
medical  portions  of  their  program  free  of  charge. 

You  must  always  remember  that  in  the  final 
analysis,  only  you  can  make  the  important  decisions 
affecting  your  life  with  AIDS.  You  can  certainly  pro¬ 
long  your  life  with  a  positive  attitude  and  by  refusing 
to  give  in  and  die  simply  because  everyone  says  that 
AIDS  is  "100  percent  fatal!"  Nothing  on  this  planet  is 
ever  100  percent  anything!  Someday,  somewhere,  a 
guy  with  full-blown,  documented  AIDS  is  going  to 
astonish  the  medical  world  and  recover.  And  here, 
I'm  not  talking  about  some  of  the  wierd  stories  you've 
read  that  "so-and-so  drank  nothing  but  carrot  juice  for 
six  months,  effecting  a  cure...."  No,  it  will  be  a  per¬ 
son  who,  because  of  their  mental  attitude,  their  par¬ 
ticular  body  chemistry  and  other  factors  possibly  of  a 
nature  unique  to  them  as  an  individual,  will  completely 
recover. 

Unhappily,  it  won't  be  a  cure  which  can  be  put  in  a 
needle  and  given  to  everyone— but  it  will  happen. 

And  frankly,  my  attitude  is  that  it  might  as  well 
happen  to  me. 

Or  you  if  you  have  AIDS— or  your  friend,  if  you  can 
get  him  up  off  his  ass  and  not  feeling  sorry  for 
himself. 

At  the  moment,  with  research  into  drugs  going 
slowly,  and  with  researchers  having  to  fight  a  rear¬ 
guard  battle  against  the  right-wing,  who  would  far 
more  prefer  seeing  us  all  die  rather  than  have  a  cure 
found,  the  best  thing  going  for  all  of  us  is  our  own  per¬ 
sonal  attitudes! 

I  have  no  factual  evidence  that  a  super  mental  at¬ 
titude  will  keep  any  of  us  from  dying.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  such  positive  reflections  will  keep 
us  alive  longer! 

Being  gay  and  being  free  was  always  the  goal.  It  still 
is.  AIDS  is  simply  a  road-block,  albeit  a  disastrous 
one.  It  too  shall  pass. 


Being  gay  and  being  free 
was  always  the  goal.  It 
still  is.  AIDS  is  simply  a 
road-block,  albeit  a 
disastrous  one.  It  too  shall 
pass. 
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Dr.  Ruth  Feeds  Homophobia 


Continued  from  page  6 
advocates  that  gay  men  should 
refrain  from  sex.  My  hypothetical 
young  faggot  in  the  audience 
received  the  all-too-familiaT 
message  that  sex  for  him  was  bad. 

The  young  lesbian  in  the  au¬ 
dience  got  her  message  when  Dr. 
Ruth  presented  an  example  of  a 
problem  that  had  been  posed  to 
her  in  the  past  where  she  advised  a 
woman  not  to  tell  her  fiance  about 
a  lesbian  affair  that  she  had  prior 
to  meeting  him.  Thus  she  relegated 
lesbianism  to  the  same  pot  of  the 
morally  wrong  as  the  other  deeds 
that  she  has  advised  people  to  keep 
secret  from  their  primary 
partners... an  affair  with  a  mother- 
in-law  or  a  lover’s  best  friend. 

This  kind  of  subtle  homophobia 


that  makes  us  invisible  set  the  stage 
for  a  cruel  queer -baiting  question 
from  the  audience.  Two  young 
men  stood  up  together  and  one 
stated  that  their  third  roommate 
masturbated  audibly  in  bed  and 
that  they  had  found  a  copy  of 
Playgirl  in  his  belongings.  Dr. 
Ruth  addressed  the  first  part  of  the 
question  (how  to  approach  the 
roommate  on  the  privacy  issue) 
but  ignored  the  reference  to  the 
roommate’s  sexual  preference. 
She  also  choose  not  to  comment 
on  the  cruelty  of  this  public 
humiliation  about  both  masturba¬ 
tion  and  sexual  preference. 

Dr.  Ruth ’s  Guide  to  Good  Sex, 
published  in  1983  by  Warner 
Books,  exemplifies  the  sex 
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educator’s  stance  on  homosexuali¬ 
ty.  A  separate  section  is  assigned 
to  “Gay  Sex”  and,  of  the  five  pro¬ 
blems  cited,  only  one  relates  to 
people  with  clear  gay  identities. 
Dr.  Ruth  is  not  blatantly 
homophobic  and  she  doesn’t  total¬ 
ly  ignore  us.  We  are  mentioned  in 
her  talks  and  in  her  writings  --  but 
we  are  mentioned  as  tokens. 

In  our  struggle  against  the  New 
Right  backlash  of  sexual  and 
gender  oppression  it  is  relieving  to 
hear  a  vocal,  respected,  public  ad¬ 
vocate  of  sexual  freedom.  Dr. 
Ruth  attributes  her  success,  in 
fact,  to  the  traditional  image  that 
she  conveys  of  the  respectable 
older  woman.  She  becomes 
psychotherapy’s  “good  mother” 
providing  us  with  a  “corrective 
emotional  experience.”  Against 


LOOKING  AT 

USED  CARS  ? 

* 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-2069 


Counseling  6 
Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022  IS 


Common  Lives 

LESBIAN  LIVES 


Stories,  journals,  graphics,  essays,  humor,  poetry, 
autobiography,  and  more  . . . 

The  experiences  and  ideas  of  common  Lesbians. 


We  print  the  work  of  Lesbians  who  have  been 
kept  invisible  and  silent.  • 

Common  Lives 

Single  issue:  $4.00  P.O.Box  1553 

One  year:  $12.00 _ Iowa  City,  IA  52244 


_ SUBSCRIPTION  INFORMATION 

Rates:  512/1  year  52D2  years  539/3  years  Back  issues.  $3.50  each 
*9  hardship  add  53/ycar  outside  US  -JforSlO 

{institutions:  520/year] 

Make  check  payable  to:  COMMON  LIVES,  P.O.  Box  1553,  losva  City, 
IA  52244 

NAME: _ 

ADDRESS: _ *_ _ 

(Former  Address: _ 

Please  begin  my  sub  with  number _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $ _ '  or _ years.  (US  dollars  only) 

1  am  also  sending  a  donation  of  S _ 

GIFT  SUBSCRIPTION’S  are  always  a  rond  idea.  If  von  want  a  snecial 
message  enclosed,  please  write  it  out  and  send  it  with  your  order. 


the  backdrop  of  the  voices  of  our 
parents  and  culture  with  all  their 
prohibitions  against  sex  and  sexual 
pleasure  we  hear  Dr.  Ruth’s 
repetative  message  that  sex  is 
good.  We  can  all  benefit  from 
hearing  over  and  over  again  that 
whatever  we  fantasize  is  okay,  that 
acting  out  our  fantasies  is  okay, 
that  sex  is  fun  and  that  it  is  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  our  lives. 

I  imagine  that  Dr.  Ruth  is  great 
for  the  heterosexual  couple  who 
always  do  it  in  the  missionary  posi¬ 
tion  and  who  are  ashamed  of  all 
fantasy.  She  offers  a  whole  new 
world  to  people  with  restricted  sex¬ 
ual  imaginations.  I  suspect  and 
hope  that  she  reaches  many 
heterosexuals  who  lack  informa¬ 
tion  about  birth  control  or  who  are 
careless  about  its  use.  She  takes  a 


courageous  pro-choice  stance  on 
abortion.  But  I  wish  she  would 
stretch  herself  enough  to  include 
gay  men  and  lesbians  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  general  population  to 
whom  she  is  speaking.  And  I  wish 
she  would  expand  her  repetoire  of 
fantasies  to  cross  gender  lines. 

In  the  Tuft’s  presentation.  Dr. 
Ruth  offered  a  fantasy  to  a  woman 
asking  for  an  idea  to  make  a  wed¬ 
ding  night  special.  “Greet  him  at 
the  bedroom  door  wearing  only  a 
fig-leaf,”  she  said.  Imagine  Dr. 
Ruth’s  response  if  her  imagination 
was  not  restricted  by  stereotypical 
gender  definitions.  She  might  have 
said,  “Greet  him  at  the  bedroom 
door  wearing  only  a  harness  and 
dildo.” 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


Family  Law 

‘Custody  Issues 
‘Relationship 
Agreements 
‘Estate  Planning 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb., 


General  Practice 

‘Employment  Rights 
‘Personal  Injury 
‘Landlord/Tenant 


MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


- 1 

A  a||@9 

Mrs.  Vitta  j 

iritualist,  Psychic  Reader  and  Ad-  j 
|  visor.  Can  help  you  in  matters  such  as  love,  rela-  | 
I  tionships,  separation,  lovers'  quarrels  and  health.  I 

*  All  phone  questions  answered  free.  Call  today,  . 
j  tomorrow  may  be  too  late.  You  will  be  amazed  | 

*  with  one  call. 

J  Mrs.  Vitta 

*  963  Boylston  Street 

|  Newton,  MA  02161 

|  (617)  965-8091 


•  LETTERHEADS 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

•  TYPESETTING 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 


COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

•  GBC  BINDING 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


<4> 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 

CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 


•  INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


t  f 

.rjtl 

SiSS®”*' 

yo  * 
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Kiftsss; 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


— 
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Celluloid  Sex  Leaves  Reviewers  Unsatisfied 


Chance  of  a  Lifetime,  a 

movie  by  the  Gay  Men 's  Health  Crisis. 
Produced  by  Raymond  Jacobs, 
directed  by  John  Lewis.  Further  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  AIDS  Prevention 
Program  of  GMHC,  Box  274,  132  W. 
24th  St.,  NYC  1001 1;  (212)  807-7517. 

By  Nicholas  Deutsch 
GMHC  has  recently  released 
this  42-minute  movie  for  use 
within  a  3-hour  workshop  format, 
as  a  means  of  promoting  risk 
reduction  for  AIDS  among  gay 
and  bisexual  men.  According  to 
the  manual  issued  with  the  film, 
such  a  workshop  is  meant  to  help 
participants  identify:  sexual 
activities  which  are  at  risk  for 
AIDS  transmission;  feelings  of 
loss  related  to  giving  up  those 
practices;  sexual  activities  that  are 
safer;  the  positive  feelings  related 
to  the  practices  of  safer  sex 
activities;  and  lastly,  the  feelings 
associated  with  negotiating  safer 


sex  with  potential  partners. 

Chance  of  a  Lifetime  comprises 
three  segments,  each  a  dramatiz¬ 
ed,  sexually  explicit  vignette 
focusing  on  two  men  who 
ultimately  have  (safe)  sex 
together.  Episode  1  is  an  at-home 
dinner-date,  Episode  2  an  S/M 
scene  and  Episode  3  a  poolside 
sequence  between  lovers,  one  of 
whom  is  a  PWA.  All  three 
sequences  use  a  great  deal  of 
music  —  in  fact,  GMHC  also  pro¬ 
vides  a  6-minute  “safe  sex  music 
video”  drawn  from  the  longer 
film. 

I  liked  the  sex-positive  stance  of 
Chance  of  a  Lifetime  very  much, 
as  well  as  its  stress  upon  mutuality 
of  pleasuring  and  consideration 
for  the  partner.  I  regret  that  some 
of  the  acting  and  direction  seemed 
amateurish,  and  wish  that  it  were 
all  a  bit  ...  well,  hotter.  (Only 
Episode  2,  which  has  no  dialogue, 


BHIli 


From  Chance  of  a  Lifetime  by  Raymond  Jacobs 


Private  Home  Care  Workers  Needed 

FOCUS  ON  AIDS  PATIENTS 

We  are  a  new  service  formed  to  meet  the  needs  of  AIDS 
patients  and  other  home  care  cases.  We  need  licensed 
and  registered  nurses,  nursing  assistants,  and  AIDS  care 
attendants  for  our  employee-owned  business. 


qualifications: 


benefits: 


write  or  phone: 


licensed  personnel  must  be  licensed 
in  Massachusetts 

common  sense  and  an  open  heart 
credit  union 
double  pay  for  holidays 
work  independently  and 
own  a  share  of  the  business 

The  Service  Center 
Independent  Nurses  of  Boston 
120  Tremont  St.  Suite  321 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-4194  (M-F) 

both  men  and  women  needed 
disabled  encouraged  to  apply; 

free  training  provided  gay;  and  lesbian  -run  service 

best  pay;  in  town  investors  invited 

AIDS  PATIENTS  NEEDING  CARE  PLEASE  CALL  542-4194 


Daverik  Associates 


PLASTERING  &  REMODELING 

Commercial  —  Residential 


% 


Fred  Grimaldi 


282-3961 


really  got  the  juices  flowing.)  On 
the  other  hand,  the  film  wasn’t 
meant  to  be  viewed  (or  reviewed) 
as  a  feature  film:  it’s  a  stimulus  to 
discussions  and  a  lead-in  to  exer¬ 
cises  within  a  structured  workshop 
situation.  Persons  involved  in 
such  work  with  gay  and  bisexual 
men  who  are  looking  for  materials 
that  affirm  our  right  to  positive, 
pleasurable,  safe  sexual  expression 
will  definitely  want  to  look  at  the 
GMHC  film  and  manual. 

Inevitable  Love.  Directed  by 

Henry  Mach.  With  Pat  Alien, 

William  L.  Kane,  Jon  King,  Casey 
Donovan,  Ken  Diamond.  Available 
from  Intelligence  in  Video,  PO  Box 
1107,  NYC  10023.  $75. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Inevitable  Love  is  loosely  based 
on  a  couple  of  stories  in  Hot  Liv¬ 
ing,  a  collection  of  safe-sex  fiction. 
It  begins  with  college  pals,  Gary 
and  Hal,  not  exchanging  bodily 

GAYELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo1 ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Oelaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20;  The  rest  otthe  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  lirst  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
information,  send  stamped  sell-addressed 
business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  lor 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Gla  d 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St  .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayeltow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


fluids  while  wrestling.  In  fact  Gary 
and  Hal’s  sex  is  so  safe  (hey  don’t 
even  call  it  sex  —  yet.  Separated 
for  a  while  when  one  leaves  for  the 
army,  they  both  have  their  own  lit¬ 
tle  adventures  —  based  on  the 
stories  —  and  each  learn  that  they 
are  gay  and  how  to  have  safe  sex. 
The  material  is  comfortably 
familiar:  the  army  sergeant,  the 


cop,  the  strip  poker  game,  the 
restroom  trick.  The  only  new  twist 
is  the  fling  with  the  earnest 
politico.  (Since  the  film  sees  itself 
as  having  an  explicitly  political 
purpose,  this  may  be  a  case  of  life 
intimidating  art.) 

Inevitable  Love  has  all  of  the 
plusses  and  minuses  of  the  new 
Continued  on  page  12 


STANHOPE 

-FRAMERS—1 


Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


V 


▼  allegra  productions  presents  ▼ 

v 


celebrating  the  relei 

of  their  first  album, 
"City  Down,” 
on  Icebergg  Records 


with  special  guest 


Reed 


Casselberry- 

DuPree  v»  W and  band 


▼  friday,  may 


1 6  at  8  pm 


Strand  theatre,  543  Columbia  rd.,  dorchester 
^  reserved  seating:  $  1 0/advance,  $  1 1  /door 
y  general  admission:  $8/advance,  $9/d oor 
^  sign  language  interpreted  by  ariel  hall 


▼  join  us  after  the  show  for  an  exciting  album  release  party!  ▼ 

▼  tickets  available  from,  out  of  town,  sandy’s  music,  bodyworks  gym,  wood  and 
strings,  glad  day,  food  for  thought,  red  book,  concertcharge  (497- 1  1  18),  skippy 
white’s  records,  to  mail  order:  send  check  and  s.a.s.e.  to  allegra  productions, 
p.o.  box  469,  Cambridge,  ma  02238.  half-price  under  1 2/over  60/ssi,  by  mail  only 
—call  for  info. 


y  childcare  by  reservation  only,  call  childcare  extraordinaire  at  523-3772  at  least 
3  days  in  advance  of  show  to  reserve. 

▼  for  more  information:  547-1378  ▼ 


Asian  Video 

Continued  from  page  7 
are  clips  of  community  events,  the 
Gay  Pride  March,  the  annual 
variety  show,  Celebrasian, 
organized  by  Gay  Asians  Toronto 
(GAT).  Although  all  the  men  and 
women  in  the  video  speak  as  in¬ 
dividuals  and  not  all  of  them 
belong  to  GAT,  the  impression 
left  by  Orientations  is  that  of  a 
viable  and  central  presence  of 
Asian  gays  in  the  Toronto  scene, 
fostered  in  part  by  the  creative 
energies  centered  around  GAT. 
Celebrasian  is  now  an  annual 
eagerly  anticipated  cultural  event 
in  the  Toronto  Community.  GAT 
has  one  of  the  largest  member¬ 
ships  of  organized  groups  in 
Toronto  and  publishes  a  regular 
newsletter.  The  presence  and 
energy  of  gay  Asians  have  begun 
to  re-define  what  is  understood  as 
gay  culture  in  that  city.  It  is  clear 
that  this  video  by  Fung,  an 
original  founding  member  of 
GAT,  will  contribute  to  that  re¬ 
definition  in  each  place  where  it  is 
shown. 

Finished  in  1984,  Orientations 
has  premiered  in  Toronto, 
Chicago,  and  New  York.  It  was 
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Preterm  Strike 


Premiere 

part  of  the  1985  LA  International 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Video  Festival 
and  opened  the  Fourth  Asian 
American  International  Video 
Festival  in  New  York  in  March 
1986.  Orientations  will  be  shown 
by  the  Boston  Film  and  Video 
Foundation,  1126  Boylston  St., 
Boston  on  Thursday,  May  1,  as 
part  of  its  screening  of  the  Fourth 
Asian  American  International 
Video  Festival.  Richard  Fung  will 
be  present  to  discuss  the  video  and 
introduce  a  newly  completed  work 
Chinese  Characters,  a  20-minute 
video  exploring  sex  and  por¬ 
nography.  Chinese  Characters  will 
begin  at  7:30  p.m.  with  Orienta¬ 
tions  scheduled  at  8  p.m.  The 
donation  is  $4  (Information: 
536-1540). 

The  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and 
Lesbians  is  sponsoring  a  reception 
for  Richard  on  Friday,  May  2,  at  8 
p.m.  at  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43 
Winter  St.,  Boston  (Tel: 
542-0144).  Richard  will  present 
and  discuss  Chinese  Characters. 
Video  excerpts  from  Celebrasian 
’85  will  also  be  shown.  A  $3  dona¬ 
tion  is  requested. 


Celluloid  Sex 

Continued from  page  11 
safe-sex  porn.  The  camera  work 
(by  Cyril  Yanno)  is  professional 
and  always  interesting,  the  men 
are  attractive  (although  with  one 
exception,  all  white),  and  the  safe- 
sex  information  is  humorously 
situated  in  the  plot.  On  the  other 
hand  (this  being  more  than  just  a 
one  hand  movie)  the  film  feels 
somewhat  homogenized.  The  ac¬ 
tors  appear  to  be  enjoying  the  sex, 
yet  the  video  is  edited  in  such  a  way 
that  conveys  sexual  demonstration 
with  littLexcitement.Some  of  the 
expositional  dialogue  (as  opposed 
to  the  instructional)  is  silly,  but  not 
particularly  amusing,  and 
although  the  characters  fuck  like 
bunnies,  there  is  no  need  for  the 
musical  score  (by  The  Byte  Beat) 
to  sound  like  it  had  been  ap¬ 
propriated  from  The  Velveteen 
Rabbit. 

Certainly  useful  as  education, 
and  enjoyable  to  watch,  Inevitable 
Love  does  not  have  the  sexual 
drive  and  power  of  other  porn 
(both  safe  and  no).  What  it  does 
have  is  a  charm  and  style  which 
make  it  both  unique  and  entertain¬ 
ing. 


Continued  from  page  3 

Supreme  Court,  she  said. 

Preterm  employees  are  no 
longer  represented  by  a  union,  and 
the  clinic  is  not  a  “hotbed  of 
radical  feminism,”  according  to  a 
lesbian  abortion  clinic  staffer  who 
asked  not  to  be  named.  “Among 
the  staff  I  think  that  there  are  a  lot 
of  people  interested  in  women’s 
health  care.  There  are  a  lot  of 
feminists  but... they  aren’t  that  in¬ 
terested  in  radical  restructuring  of 
the  medical  clinic,”  she  said. 

Preterm  has  non-profit  status 
but  “it’s  very  much  a  business,” 
the  staffer  added.  “In  fairness  to 
them,  they  still  do  not  break  even. 
They  do  not  make  a  lucrative  pro¬ 
fit.” 

Members  of  the  counseling  staff 
tend  to  be  white,  middle  class  re¬ 
cent  college  graduates  interested  in 
getting  into  counseling,  she  said. 
Turnover  is  high  and  wages  are 
low.  Clients  tend  to  be  welfare 
recipients,  lower-middle  and 
working  class  women. 

A  Preterm  spokeswoman  said 
the  clinic  is  the  largest  and  best- 
known  abortion  clinic  in  New 
England.  It  has  a  staff  of  110, 


about  35  of  whom  are  abortion 
counselors.  All  patients  receive 
counseling  or  education  services 
with  every  treatment,  she  said.  The 
clinic  performs  abortions, 
gynecological  services,  including 
birth  control,  male  and  female 
sterilization  and  breast  cancer 
screening.  This  year,  it  has  begun 
to  offer  a  special  teenage  interven¬ 
tion  program  following  up  for  six 
months  on  teenagers  who  have  had 
abortions. 

The  union  drive  remains  a  taboo 
subject  at  Preterm;  in  fact,  no  an¬ 
nouncement  was  made  of  the  set¬ 
tlement,  according  to  the  clinic 
staffer.  Strikers  are  made  to  sound 
militant,  “unladylike”  and  the 
sort  of  people  who  would  set  Fire 
to  other  people’s  cars,  she  said. 

“It’s  always  worth  it  to  fight,  ” 
Rice  said.  “It’s  better  than  stan¬ 
ding  there  and  getting  your  face 
kicked  in... The  fight  was  the  fight 
that  happened  back  then.  We  kept 
fighting  the  legal  case  because  [we] 
were  damned  if  we  were  going  to 
give  it  up  before  we  got  the  money 
from  them.  [But]  we  weren’t  in  it 
for  that.” 


VA  CA  TION  EL  A  TION - \ 

—Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far - 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 

Gabriels 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 


CATCH  THE  FEVER 
N  SPEND  A  SPRING 
WEEKEND  AT... 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


(617)  487-3232 
1 04  Bradford  Street 


Provincetown,  MA  02657 

'  O 


Please  support 
our  advertisers! 


Featuring 

LODGING  NCftRSV 

GOUftmCT 

DINING  .  G.°" 

Soaring 

DI/CO  Skiing 

iak€  rin9 

Movies 

85  nones  /hops 

SCASONAL  ACTIVITICS 

717-223-8484 

RD  #5  BOX  788 

^^astStroudsbur^Pa^lflSOI^ 

San  Francisco 

Try  us!  You’ll  like  us! 
;Bed-and-Breakfast  in 
►private  gay  &  lesbian 
►homes.  Details:  Bayhosts, 
1155  Bosworth,  S.F.,  CA 
194131.  (415)  334-7262. 


We 

cffiphlands  Tun 

P.O.  Box  1 18G 
mM  Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy  on  100 
secluded  acres.  Charming  guest  rooms, 
gracious  common  areas,  hot  tub.  Canoeing, 
hiking,  antiquing,  golf,  and  tennis  nearby. 
Make  this  a  summer  to  remember. 


Greedme 

Form 


RFD  Box  2260,  East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

For  that  special  country  vacation, 
we  have  it  all! 

Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 

Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearby. 
Mid-week  and  week-long  discounts. 


WOMEN-ONLY  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  'ROUND 


Bed  &  Breakfast  lnn^ 

| - «_jS 


Blueberry  Cove 

A  children's  camp  for  adults. 

Mid-coast  Maine.  July-Sept. 
Cabins  Camping 

Wholefood  meals. 

Workshops  '86 
Creative  writing  with  Joan  Larkin 
Beginners  and  Intermediate 
Sailing  School 
Libana  (Eastern  European 
Song  and  Dance) 

Building  School  (Greenhouse 
addition) 

Women  in  Recovery 
Herbs  and  Healing 
Crowsfeet  Collective 
Family  Camp 
Sculpture 
Gardening 
Ceramics  in  the  Raw 

For  info  on  more  workshops, 
Write  for  brochure: 


>  J  ) 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ Q 


PERSONALS _ 

WANTED:  RIDE  TO  NWMF 

Bloomington,  Ind.  5/29-31.  Will  pay  gas, 
costs,  etc.  Call  Jan,  284-5625,  after 
6pm, _ (42) 

GWF  in  40's  looking  for  a  woman  who 
revels  in  being  a  woman,  preferably 
with  some  artistic  propensity,  35  or 
over.  Box  64. _ (41) 

Will  share  secluded  log  cabin  with  Viet 
Nam  vet  disabled  ok.  Like  animals, 
hunt,  fish,  good  labor  area.  Call  (617) 
347-3866  after  6  pm  for  more  info,  (41) 
DUTCHESS  OF  DUKE  STREET 
Remember  those  Sunday  dinners  at  # 
891  ?  I  miss  you,  need  you,  still  love  you. 
Please  contact  Ellen  in  Boston.  You  are 
loved. _ (43) 

Rebelling  against  romanticism;  walk¬ 
ing  on  the  beach  &  snuggling  by  the  fire 
are  nice  (yawn).  But  does  anyone  want 
to  do  a  few  laughs,  demos,  great  sex 
and  a  lot  of  movies?  I’m  on  the  rebound- 
LF  socialist  39,  looking  for  playmate(s). 
Prefer  nosmkg,  no  drugs.  Box  69.  (42) 

Attrac,  career  orient  JLF  30’s  seeks  kin¬ 
dred  spirit-You  are  intell,  attr  (on  the 
fern  side)  witty,  monag,  w/a  warm  heart, 
sense  of  self,  emot,  open  to  a  relation¬ 
ship  &  live  in  the  imm  Boston  area.  I’m 
a  lover  of  movies,  WMEX,  Women's 
music,  inns,  fireplaces,  P’town,  Dynas¬ 
ty,  lobster,  old  houses,  my  dog  & 
friends-ls  this  anyway  to  meet  so¬ 
meone  special?  You  bet  it  is.  PO  Box 
441  Brookline  Village,  02147. _ (42) 

GM  Well  built,  serious  weightlifter,  a 
sensous  eclectic  sks  smlr,  fit 
muscleman  4  joyfilled  relationship. 
Must  be  open  with  sense  of  humor.  Box 
67. _ (42) 

LF,  business  woman,  31,  attrctive, 
feminine  and  classy  seeks  to  meet 
other  mature  but  fun  loving  LF's  to  en¬ 
joy  all  life  has  to  give.  Reply  to  PO  Box 
257,  2  Vernon  St.  Framingham,  01701. 
_ (42) 


Submissive  butch  seeks  dominant 
femme  for  fun  and  games.  Boston  area 
women.  Box  68. _ (42) 

AMAZONS 

GWF  27,  attr,  tall,  dependable,  semi¬ 
broad,  amazonal,  honest,  shy,  stable, 
quiet  lifestyle  &  dignity  seeks  same. 
Serious  replya,  pis.  Boston  area.  Box  61(42) 

WHERE  ARE  YOU? 

Looking  for  very  special,  sensitive,  and 
romantic  woman  with  a  lust  for  life, 
self,  love  and  song, ..Box  63,  (4i) 

BLACK  TALL  LIGHTNING 

LF  36,  Pisces,  would  like  to  meet  a 
special  womin  with  Holistic  inter  arts 
affection.  Sweet  hugs,  poss  long  term 
relationship.  Box  62.  (40) 

GCN  CLASSIFIEDS 

Make  GCN  your  first  place  to  look  when 
you  want  to  buy,  sell,  rent,  share,  barter, 
visit  or  volunteer. _ (35) 

FORWARD  TOGETHER 

Are  you  planning  to  sell,  display,  give 
away  or  show  your  crafts,  literature, 
organization  or  talent  at  this  year’s 
Pride  Day?  Call  now  to  discuss  your 
plans  with  the  Pride  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee.  Product  info:437-7399  or  Food/ 
beverage  and  all  other  info:  391-3411. 
_  (48) 

NOT  A  GROUP  SEX  AD 
3  sgl  L  rmts  sk  adventure.  You  R  invited 
to  dinner.  U  can  respond  indiv  or 
w/friend(s).  We’re  all  trendy,  fun-loving, 
engaging,  unique  w.  choose  1  batch- 
lorette...  1 -state  of  the  art, 
cosmopolitan,  intriguing.  2-vivacious, 
fashionplate  Leo.  3-witty,  charming,  ar- 
tistic.  Send  your  best  lines.  Box  66.  (42) 
WE  GOT  OUR  STAGE, 

WE  GOT  OUR  SOUND 
But  we  still  need  you  to  help  provide  for 
other  goods.  Please  help  raise  money 
to  pay  for  the  interpreter 
services, toilets  and  other  vital  needs. 
Send  a  check,  volunteer  your  time,  help 
fundraise  for  Pride  Day  '86.  For  a  good 
time,  write  or  call  the  Pride  Planning 
Committee.PO  Box  8916-02114,  Boston, 

MA,  021 14  or  391-3411, _ (40) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 11,  Thanks! _  (Cj 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  "T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door, _ (c) 

RACIAL  CONTENT  PROJECT 
Gen  needs  a  researcher  to  look  over  the 
last  six  months  of  issues  and  figure  the 
average  percentage  of  Third  World  con 
tent.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. _ (C) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

STUDENTS  AND  TEACHERS: 

WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP 

If  you  are  enrolled  in  or  teaching  a 
course  dealing  with  gay  issues  or  a 
course  relating  to  prejudice,  sexuality 
or  lifestyles,  please  send  us  your 
syllabi  for  use  in  a  sourcebook  on  gay 
and  lesbian  studies.  Send  to:  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Speakers  bureau,  Box  2232, 
Boston  MA  02107. _ ( _ (42) 

ATTN:  TUFTS  ALUMS 
Come  to  the  2nd  Tufts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alumni  renunion  on  June  27-29  in  NYC. 
Friday  night  party,  Saturday  dinner  and 
Sunday  Pride  March.  All  alums 
welcome.  For  more  info,  call  (718) 
458-7841, _  (45( 

PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  236G,  SF,  CA 
94119. _ (VI 4. 18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

BOY-LOVE 

International  guide  to  publications  & 
clubs  for  boy-lovers.  Send  $2  to:  BLP 
Dept.  GCA  1251  West  Supleveda,  suite 
147,  Torrance,  California  90502.  (41) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (EX) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organisations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too' ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3  50:  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50:  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3  50:  Connecticut 
Oelawate,  District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylva 
ilia.  Rhode  Island,  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20:  The  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  ot 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail  your  name  kepi  strictly  conliden 
Hal  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
'information,  send  stamped  sell-addressed 
business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  lot 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glac 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario  NI4'l 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


SERVICES _ 

CLEAN  UP! 

Weekly  housecleaning.  Experienced, 
reliable,  thorough,  reasonable  & 
available.  References.  Call  Brian  today 
(617)899-0476.  (3gj 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 

Evenings,  M-F,  also  Sat.  &  Sun. 

Call  for  appointment 
Watertown,  926-5209 

- - (VI  3.50) 

Aching  muscles?  Feeling  Stressed? 
Deep  theraputic  massage  for  women. 
Reasonable  fee.  Call  lleen,  327-8908. 
_ (43) 

WIGS 

“ANNE’S  WIG  SHOPPE” 

1371  Mass  Ave,  Arlington,  MA. 
SALES  ’  SERVICE  *  PRIVACY 
Reasonable  Prices-Large  Selection 
Free  styling  Lie  Hairdresser 
_ (40) 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume 
787-4252 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 

A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri  7:30  pm.  For 
more  info,  Call  Gay  info-line  of  NH  (603) 
753-9533. _ (VI 4.??) 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  +  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move,  Home  +  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037or  322-7373  Pat 


HELP  WANTED 

TYPESETTER/STAFF  WRITER 

Available  Immediately.  Typeset  articles 
&  other  copy  on  Compugraphic  7500, 
and  write  features/news  stories.  Ex¬ 
cellent  typing  skills  &  good  knowledge 
of  spelling,  grammar  &  punctuation 
necessary.  Typesetting  and/or  word 
processing  experience  helpful.  (Some 
training  is  available.  $160/wk  +  ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Call  Gordon  or  Laurie 
for  more  info,  or  send  resume  &  cover 
letter  to  Search  Committee,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Gay 
men/Lesbians  of  color  particularly  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Available  April/May.  Coordinate 
paper's  administrative/financial  affairs 
&  fundraising  activities.  Prepare  letters 
pages.  Serve  as  liaison  w/board  of 
directors.  Strong  administrative, 
organizational  &  interpersonal  skills  re¬ 
quired.  Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 
$160/wk  +  excellent  benefits.  Call  Gor¬ 
don  for  more  info,  or  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  to  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
Gay  men/Lesbians  of  color  particularily 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 
ADMINSITRATOR 

For  non-profit  fern,  mental  health  + 
battered  women’s  program.  Experience 
in  non-traditional  setting;  fam. 
w/Boston  Resumes  to  E.  Stone  House, 
PO  Box  15,  JP,  MA  02130.  Third  world, 
working  class,  ex-battered  &  ex-mental 
patients  encouraged  to  apply.  Salary 
1S.K  T-. _  (41) 


HELP  WANTED 

PROMOTIONS/CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING  COORDINATOR 

Available  in  May.  Use  direct  mail, 
marketing,  exchange  ads,  renewal  cam¬ 
paigns  and  other  strategies  to  increase 
subscription/newsstand  sales.  Also, 
process  and  layout  weekly  classified 
ads  Qualifications:  Strong  writing,  ad¬ 
ministrative,  creative  and  organiza¬ 
tional  skills.  Previous  promotions  ex¬ 
perience  helpful. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume/cover  let¬ 
ter  ASAP  to:  Search  Committee,  167 
Tremont  St„  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Gay  men/Lesbians  of  color  particularily 
encouraged  to  apply  (Q 

PCA 

Part-time  attendant  wanted  for  JP  area 
for  M-F  eves.  $6.10/hr  no  taxes.  Willing 
to  train  in  personal  care.  232-5956.  Let 
phone  ring. 


POSITION  WANTED 

BLK  LESBIAN  SEEKS  JOB 
IN  BOS  OR  PROV.  Rl  AREA 

I  am  looking  for  work  in  admin  or  public 
education.  Have  7  yrs  teaching  ex¬ 
perience.  I  am  good  with  people  and 
paperwork.  Any  leads  or  ideas  write 
Box  60. _ (40) 

SECRETARY,  ADMIN  ASSISTNT 
Women  attrnys  sk  sec  fr  small  trim.  Gd 
typing,  self-motivated.  Prefer  wrd  proc. 
skils  &  exp  w/women's  issues.  Resume 
to  S.  Ehrlich,  620,  Mass  Ave,  Camb.  MA 
02139  or  call  492-5110. _ (£[) 

ORAL  HISTORY  CTR  -  ADMIN. 

Ofc  mgmt,  coor.  of  community  events  & 
volunteers,  fundraising  research. 
Bicult’l  exp.  Pref.  25  hr/wk.  Send  for  job 
desc:  OHC  57  Inman  St,  Camb.  02139. 


_ _ _ (48) 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp.  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ I _ (D 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 

_ (1) 


(41) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 

SIJMMF.II  FI  TROPIC  A  M  SPFriATc 

- 

- L71  J 

(one-way  fares) 

London  $239  Zurich 

Paris  $253  Geneva 

Brussels  $199  Rome 

Amsterdam  $209  Nice 

Madrid  $239  Munich 

$289 

$299 

$319 

$309 

$289 

SI 50  off 
many 
European 
destinations 

Frankfurt  $299 

Vienna 

$319 

Hamburg  $289 

Lowest  Prices 

All  Airlines 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  f 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 

Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


Business 

Non-Business 

Business 

Non-Business 


Additional  Lines  Business 
or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 


_  x  2.00  = 

_x  1.00  = 

7.00  = 
5.00  = 
-x  .75  = 

.  x  .50  = 

TOTAL  = 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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